
 

For information about  

 the Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalist (SFUU) congregation, please visit the SFUU website (www.mysfuu.org)  

 Unitarian Universalism, please visit the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) website (www.uua.org)  

 district resources and events, please visit the Pacific Central District (PCD) of the UUA (www.pcd-uua.org)  

 Sierra Foothills  
      unitarian universalists 

   

APRIL 2015 

Sunday Services at 9:00 & 11:00 AM 
Religious Education, Grades K-8 & Jr. Youth Group, at 9 AM — Sr. Youth Group at 10:00 AM 

 Forums at 12:30 AM 

April 5   THE JOURNEY, THE STONE, AND THE FLOWERS — INTERGENERATIONAL SERVICE 
 
This year Passover and Easter overlap. We’ll explore these ancient stories and consider why they matter today. Please bring 
a flower or two from your home, a field, the Farmer’s Market, or store to share in the annual Flower Celebration, as created 
by Rev. Norbert Čapek. There will also be a farewell ritual with our co-ministers as they begin their study leave and sabbati-
cal.  
 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Lynn Gardner and Rev. Wendy Bartel 
 

 
April 12   UNIVERSALISM: TWO PERSPECTIVES 
 
Universalism tells us that we are all saved by virtue of our inherent worth. Hosea Ballou was an 18

th
 century theologian who 

stood on the side of love with his image of a loving God who wanted humans to find genuine happiness in the world. Joan 
Lacktis will talk about Ballou and his influence on Universalism, and Laurie Soper, who was raised Universalist, share her 
experiences and perspective on Ballou’s life and work. 
 

Worship Leaders: Joan Lacktis and Laurie Soper 
 
Stay after the 11 AM service for a delicious taco lunch put on by the Sr. Youth Group to help defray costs of going to G.A. 
 

April 19   APOCALYPSE WHEN?  WEAVING THE WORLD ANEW 
 
As we approach Earth Day, many people want to know: is there hope for this world?  Apocalyptic rhetoric from both the Right 
and the Left would have us believe there is not. But perhaps a different story awaits our telling… 
 

Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Leisa Huyck 
Worship Associate: Jenny Ferris 

 
 
April 26   DANCING IN THE EMBRACE OF MYSTERY 
 
Anaïs Nin said, “The possession of knowledge does not kill the sense of wonder and mystery. There is always more mys-
tery.” In this service we will consider the continuum between the rational and the mystical. 
 
 Worship Leaders: Pam Downs and Friends 
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   CHILDREN/YOUTH EDUCATION NEWS 

 MARCH R.E. EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 
 

Making a Meal For Others 
 On March 22, the R.E. children enjoyed a Faith in Action activity in class, as a culmination of their Moral Tales lessons on 
“Making A Difference.” They prepared a crockpot chicken dinner for two of our SFUU elders. The children did all the prepara-
tion for the meal, including washing and cutting up vegetables, braising the chicken, and stocking the crockpots with savory 
ingredients. The meals were then delivered by parents and staff. 
  
Passover Seder in R.E. – March 29 
 A Children/Youth Seder in celebration of Passover will be held during R.E. class on Sunday, March 29.  In keeping with our 
theme of World Religions and Moral Tales, Leslye will lead a Seder, with the help of Golda Clendenin, Andrea Henke, and 
Millee Livingston. We will say blessings over the candles and grape juice, and everyone will have a turn reading from the 
"Haggadah" (Retelling), the story of Moses and the Jewish people's flight from slavery in Egypt. We will sing songs, learn 
about the symbols of Passover displayed on a traditional Seder plate, and talk about how the struggle for freedom continues 
today with people around the world who are still oppressed and aren’t able to live peacefully with their neighbors. 

 
UPCOMING APRIL R.E. EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 

 

Bubbles, Bubbles Everywhere! Easter Sunday Bubble Fest for Children – April 5 
The R.E. program will hold a Bubble Blowing Fest at 10:15 AM on Easter Sunday in the R.E. play yard.  Bubble blowing sup-
plies will be available, or you may bring your own. Adults and youth are welcome to join in the fun! 
  
Footsteps: Treading softly on the Earth – April 19 
“When one tugs on a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world.” — John Muir. Our Moral Tale lesson 
for April 19 will look at moral issues, goodness, and justice in how humans impact our earth and the interdependence of all 
existence. We will write a letter to Auburn’s City Manager to express how our upcoming Creek Clean-up of the beautiful 
School Park Preserve is important to maintaining that interdependence. 
  
Creek Cleanup – April 26 
Children and Jr. Youth will have firsthand experience in what it means to “tread softly on the Earth,” in honor of Earth Day by 
participating in our annual Creek Cleanup. At 9:15 AM we will walk over to the School Park Preserve, across from Placer High 
School, to pick up trash from the park and creek. We will then walk over to the City Hall to deliver our letter, written the week 
before, to the City Manager. The letter will report what we have done to help the park thrive as a healthy ecosystem to be en-
joyed by others. For this field trip, children and youth should bring gloves and wear hats and comfortable closed-toe walking 
shoes. Junior Youth will buddy up with younger children. R.E. adult volunteers are welcome to join us. 
 
R.E. Calendar of Upcoming Events – April through June, 2015 

 April 5 – Easter Sunday, Intergenerational Services, 9 and 11 AM and Bubble Fest, 10:15-10:45 AM 

 April 12 – R.E. Committee Meeting, 10:15 AM to 12:15 PM 

 April 12 – Senior Youth Group Fundraiser Lunch for G.A. 12:15 PM 

 April 26 – Post Earth Day R.E. Creek Clean- Up at School Park Preserve for children and Jr. Youth, 9-10 AM 

 May 3 – Senior Youth Group Fundraiser Lunch for G.A. 12:15 PM 

 May 10 – Muffins for Mother’s Day in the Social Hall at 10:15 AM 

 May 10 – Youth Group Field Trip to Sikh Temple in Roseville 10 AM to 12 noon 

 May 17 – Gems of Goodness Party; culmination of Moral Tales Lessons in R.E. 

 May 24-June 7 – Classroom preparations for R.E.-led Service 

 June 13 – Rehearsal for R.E. Led Service, 9:30-11:30 AM. Snacks provided 

 June 14 – R.E.-led Service. Rehearsal at 8:30 AM, worship service at 10 AM 

 June 14 – SFUU Annual Picnic in the Park, 11:30 AM 

 June 19-21 – Annual SFUU Summer Camping Trip. No R.E.; child care only. 

 June 19-21 – OWL Facilitator Training for 7
th
-9

th
 and 10

th
-12

th
 grade, through PCD, in Palo Alto, CA 

 June 24-28 – UUA General Assembly, Portland, Oregon 
New events and R.E. meetings will be listed in upcoming newsletters as they are scheduled. 
For SFUU sponsored activities go to www.mysfuu.org and click on Calendar on the right. 

 
 With peace,   

Leslye Janusz, Director of Religious Education (DRE) 
   (530) 889-9433 or sfuudreleslye@gmail.com 

Continued on page 6 

http://www.mysfuu.org/
mailto:sfuudreleslye@gmail.com
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Co-Ministers’ colloquy 

——————————————————- 

  
This year, Passover and Easter overlap. .Unitarian Universalism draws from many sources.  Jewish and Christian teachings 
call us to respond to God’s love by loving our neighbors as ourselves. It feels important to lift up that millions of people 
around the world will be honoring these holy days, including Christian and Jewish UUs. We’ll talk a bit more about the signifi-
cance these holy days have on us UUs in 2015, during the worship service on April 5.  We will include the Flower Celebra-
tion that was created by Rev. Norbert Capek for his Unitarian congregation in the Czech Republic. It is a beautiful ritual of 
community and springtime. (Don’t forget your flowers!) 
 
When we leave after that 11AM service, we will have one week of study leave followed by one month of Sabbatical. Since 
Aug. 2010, we have served as your co-ministers, first as consulting, and then as called since 2012. On paper, we share one 
full-time job. In reality, we each average between 50-60 hours a week. While we do get 4 weeks of study leave per year and 
4 weeks of vacation, we have only taken 3 weeks of study leave (including the one coming up) and no vacation yet. And 
there have been several weeks this year in which we did not get a day off. This is the reality of our schedule and we are 
grateful to serve, even as we need a more sustainable balance in our lives. 
 
With the invitation to lead worship at General Assembly, we have had many additional webinars, conference calls, and dead-
lines. We have had additional responsibilities with collegial rites of passage such as Ordinations and Installations, the Insti-
tute for Excellence in Ministry, UUMN (Musicians Network) presenters on Ethics and Spiritual Practices for Musicians, and 
oh, yes, moving for the 3

rd
 time in 5 years. We are not complaining. Really. Ok, maybe a little about the moving stuff… But 

one of the reasons we work so many hours is that we love being ministers most days and it can be hard to stop working. 
Towards the end of our April week of study leave, Lynn will lead worship for the Reno congregation whose minister is on an 
extended multiple month sabbatical. We are so grateful for the network of collegial connections we have cultivated. 
 
There is much ministry to be done and we are blessed to do the work we do, most of the time. Yet, we are weary. We are in 
need of this upcoming Sabbatical. Our plan is mostly to rest, engage in spiritual practices, and be engrossed in beauty and 
creativity that inspire us. We will enjoy some time at the Crandall condo in Tahoe, which we won in the AWESOME auction. 
The two of us, along with our Justice minister colleague, the Rev. Jacqueline Duhart, will attend the Race and Reconciliation 
Leading Edge conference in late April. The garden at the home we currently rent takes a lot of TLC, so we’ll be doing what 
we can to save water, save the trees, and grow vegetables. We hope to also go story collecting, do the( )logical* reflection, 
and continued preparation for General Assembly opening worship. 
 
We thank you and hope you engage in the practices that the lay leaders of the Sabbatical Task Force 
have crafted for your sabbatical time as well.  
 

 In faith and with gratitude,     Rev. Lynn & Rev. Wendy  
 
* Using ( ) allows for a non-gender specific divine reference in this word. 
 

SABBATICAL STUFF 
 

FROM the SABBATICAL TASK FORCE 
 

The co-ministers will be on Sabbatical from April 14-May 14. Our Sabbatical coverage minister is the Rev. Dr. Leisa Huyck. 
She will lead two worship services (Apr 19 and May 12) during this time and also be available for urgent pastoral care needs. 
She will be available on those two Sundays after the 2

nd
 service if you would like to make an appointment or visit for a bit. Her 

email address is sabbaticalrev@mysfuu.org and her phone number is 530-220-4170. 
 
Sabbatical Send-off Wishes:  The Sabbatical Planning Team wants to send our ministers off for their month of rest and revital-
ization with a basket of good cheer. Please choose one of the colorful cards from the basket in the foyer and write an affirma-
tion, poem, or suggestion for a fun or relaxing activity for Rev. Lynn and Rev. Wendy. We will give them the basket as part of 
the April 5th service, which will be their last one before they retreat for a while. We hope everyone will participate in sharing 
the love with our wonderful ministers. We also hope you will reflect on the ministers and lay people and our roles in shared 
ministry. How might the congregation benefit from your gifts, skills, and passion? 
 
The co-ministers won’t be checking voicemail or e-mail during the sabbatical. If you see them around town, please do say 
hello and let them know how you are doing, but please refrain from updating them about SFUU.  

———————————— 
Continued on page 7 

 

C:/Users/Laurie/Documents/S F U U/2015/April/Newsletter for April from co ministers (2).docx
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ADULT PROGRAMS 
————————————————- 

SFUU Crafters 
Join us from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM the 3rd Thursday of every month in the social hall as we work on projects and 
socialize. Bring whatever you are working on: jewelry, drawing, painting, sewing, knitting etc. Share ideas, sug-
gestions, and experiences with other craftspeople. Bring lunch and visit while you work. Everyone is welcome 
and church membership is not a requirement. If you are interested, please contact Marylee Drake at 
maryleedrake@sbcglobal.net  or 530-613-4251 or Joan Lacktis at joansac@pacbell.net  or 916-435-9026. 

 
Men’s Group 
The Men's Group meets at SFUU on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month from 6:00 to 7:30 
PM.  This group is open to any men wishing to join us for personal sharing and conversation.  For more infor-
mation simply come to one of our meetings or contact Jim Robison jimrobison66@wildblue.net or 209-277-6201. 

 
Second Sunday Forum—April 12 
Overcoming the Stigma of Mental Illness, April 12, 2015, from12:30 to 1:30 PM in the SFUU Sanctuary. Attitudes 
towards mental health issues appear to be changing. Negative attitudes and stigmas are decreasing and ac-
ceptance and support of people with mental health issues have increased. Many of us have mental health issues 
in ourselves, families, or friends. Learn more from speakers from the Placer Speaker's Bureau who will share sto-
ries of recovery. Contact Maureen at 916-663-4324 or bauman50@sbcglobal.net for more information.  
 

“Second Sunday” Forum—May 3  
Touching Hearts Through Bullet-proof Glass, May 3, 2015, from 12:30 to 1:30 PM in the SFUU Sanctuary. Faith-
ful Friends/Amigos Fieles organizes visits to men and women held in immigration detention in two local jails. Joan 
Lacktis, Mary Helen Doherty, and JoAnn Anglin will share their experiences. Contact Joan Lacktis at 
joansac@pacbell.net for more information. 

 

SFUU MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership is an important step in deepening a relationship with the SFUU community. If you have been attending services 
and feel that this congregation might be a good fit for you, we invite you to come to a Saturday Supper and SFUU 101 orien-
tation events to get more familiar with Unitarian Universalism and the Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalists. 
 

Saturday Supper – April 11 at 5:30 PM (last one until the fall). This is an informal gathering of newcomers and long-
timers to SFUU to share a meal and conversation. RSVP to Sally Knost at sallyknost@gmail.com or 530-613-7874 
and let her know by Thursday, Apr. 9, if you will need childcare. 
 
SFUU 101 – will resume in the fall. SFUU 101 includes an informational video and conversation with current mem-
bers.  
 
New Member Signing Event – June 7 in the Ministers’ Office at 11:30 AM. If you have attended an SFUU 101 and 
are ready to formally consider signing the membership book, please attend this gathering to learn more specifically of 
the benefits, rights, and responsibilities of membership. If you would rather have a private conversation or don’t want 
to wait that long, you are welcome to make an appointment to meet with one of the ministers. 
 
New Member Recognition – Sept., date TBD, during both worship services. This ritual formally recognizes our new-
est members! We hope you can join us to welcome them into our community. 

 
If you are interested in helping folks feel more connected to SFUU, we welcome you to attend one of our committee meet-
ings to see if it is a good match for your interests! 

—————————————————————- 
 

MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES 

Larry Thomas  1987 
Everett Butts   1989 
Vicky Jungers   1994 
Heidi Knost       1999 

Gary & Laura Koerner   2001 
Millee Livingston     2002  
Patty Campbell      2008 
Cleo Postle       2008 

Kara & Jim Kreutz            2011 
Kathleen & David Ports  2012 
Janet Russell     2013 
Gerry & Barbara Brody  2013 

mailto:maryleedrake@sbcglobal.net
mailto:joansac@pacbell.net
mailto:jimrobison@wildblue.net
mailto:bauman50@sbcglobal.net
mailto:joansac@pacbell.net
mailto:sallyknost@gmail.com
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SOCIAL ACTION  

Social Action Bulletin Board Rejuvenated!! 

Check out the re-vamped Social Action Bulletin Board, revised and updated with vigor and infused with new life from Social 
Action Committee member Carol Arvay with creative design contribution from Children and Youth RE liaison to SAC Joan 
Harris. Announcements and Justice updates will be added much more often—don’t miss out, check it out! If you’d like some-
thing posted, please send your idea(s) to the Social Action Committee or come to our meeting (the next one is April 6 in the 
SFUU social hall from 3:30-5:30). Contact Janie Evans at janie.evansod@gmail.com. 
 
Commit2Respond for Climate Justice Month Continues, in Lead-up to Earth Day April 22  

There is still time to sign up for Climate Justice Month daily messages at www.commit2respond.org (see last month’s SAC 
Newsletter page). Also, you might want to view an inspiring 15 minute documentary called “The Eagle and the Condor”, a 
story of indigenous resistance to continuing extraction of lands from the Alberta Tar Sands in the north to the Amazon in the 
south. Contact Carol Arvay at carolarvay@wavecable.com for more information. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Day of Silence - April 17  

Beginning in 1996, students at the University of Virginia led the first Day of Silence, which then grew to a National event in-
volving over 8,000 schools and Universities. To date, Day of Silence has become the largest student-led organizing effort to 
create safety in schools for all, regardless of gender identity, sexual orientation and/or expression. The National Day of Si-
lence is a nonviolent action to bring awareness to LGBTIQ harassment, and bullying in schools. The Day of Silence is a way 
for students to participate in improving campus climate for all students. Nine out of ten LGBT-identified students have experi-
enced harassment at school. The Day of Silence strives to bring attention to this pervasive problem, encourage schools to 
be proactive in creating solutions to safety, and let individuals know that we are not alone. Go to www.dayofsilence.org for 
more information including event development and registering as an ally to end the silence.  
  

As a queer-identified person, I have experienced harassment and violence as a result of my identity and how it has been 
perceived. The intolerance and lack of affirming messages I experienced culturally often left me with a sense that people are 
not to be trusted with one’s true self. As with most things however, the tides change, and we find those who can be trusted if 
we survive the prejudice. The world around me continues to shift.  By the mid-1970’s, homosexuality was no longer deemed 
a mental health diagnosis. In 2001, SFUU became a Welcoming Congregation. In 2011 “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, Don’t Pursue” 
was repealed and in June of 2013, The Defense of Marriage Act was ruled unconstitutional.  Many of these shifts began be-
cause of the small organizing efforts of a few, growing into movements of social justice that affirm our Unitarian Universalist 
principles. To find out more about what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation, visit http://
www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming.  ~ Lisa Joseph Boch, ljb1030@sbcglobal.net 

  
Placer People of Faith to Highlight SFUU on Their Web Page 

Placer People of Faith Together (PPoFT) will highlight SFUU on their web page, www.ppoft.org, over the next several weeks 
in advance of the Big Day of Giving on May 5 this year. There will be more about this important date as we get closer, so 
stay tuned! Check it out and “LIKE’ their page! 
 
Reading for Justice Update, April:  The Death of Josseline 
The Reading for Justice program continues in its third month to help inform and inspire more people to do the work of love.  
Topics and books were chosen that might benefit from having a circle of folks from the community to share their reflections 
and a conversation. April’s book is “The Death of Josseline,  Immigration Stories from the Arizona Borderlands,” by Margaret 
Regan, facilitated by Rev. Carol Carter, retired minister, on April 24 from 7-9 PM.   
 
Make a Difference at the California Capitol—PICO and ACLU Dates in April 

 April 11-13, ACLU-CA Conference and Lobby Day in Sacramento, https://www.aclunc.org/get-involved/events/aclu-
california-2015-conference-lobby-day. 

 April 20, PICO-CA Capitol Day in Sacramento, Placer People of Faith Together is a part of PICO-CA, legislative issues 
include Racial profiling bill, use of force bill, procedural justice bill and healthcare4all. Contact Janie Evans, 
janie.evansod@gmail.com, SFUU liaison to Placer People of Faith Together. 

 
Big Day of Giving 

If you are planning to donate to the Food Closet or PPoFT in the near future, please consider waiting to donate online during 
the Big Day of Giving on May 5, and your gifts will be matched. See the e-Beacon for more information! 

Environmental justice and Green Sanctuary dovetail with each 

other and our UU principles.  We have a positive effect on our 

planet when we commit to greener buildings and a greener 

way of life.  See http://www.uua.org/environment/sanctuary  

mailto:janie.evansod@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xhKTi_Ef9kQLvOj9N26iDEYvCu-Fx1a8M_2N8nxIvHrQue1gcAHGPfEvNBlk1YGLQYSRdROu2tSWRuW559GX9LWU4EQvnZohB6ymWfZdas_PPZRfy0StGFmFdO87whhGHv-PKbY0Lf_qDPUFOzQIEvc8GNQf4SBXZil1t1QoDP2fEkLcZ5ZPvw==&c=Yx7tUjdFrHmexXo44ThGE0J0b8qqhGs63JZghd5cp
mailto:carolarvay@wavecable.com
http://www.dayofsilence.org/
http://www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming
http://www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming
mailto:ljb1030@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ppoft.org/
https://www.aclunc.org/get-involved/events/aclu-california-2015-conference-lobby-day
https://www.aclunc.org/get-involved/events/aclu-california-2015-conference-lobby-day
mailto:janie.evansod@gmail.com
http://www.uua.org/environment/sanctuary
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From Our Board President                               
———————————————————  

Spring is officially here, although it has been feeling like spring for at least a month now.   Flowers are blooming and allergies 
are raging for many of us.  It’s time for all of us to start thinking about what we want to plant and grow for the near future, and 
what perennials we might like to plant that will give us more long lasting color and beauty. 
 
This is exactly what we are doing at SFUU.  Over the last few months, the Board and Finance Committee have been looking 
at SFUU’s financial situation, preparing for the creation of a proposed budget for the 2015-2016 fiscal year.  We came into 
the current fiscal year projecting that we will have a deficit of approximately $11,000.  We have had several successful fund 
raisers this fiscal year—the non-event in December and the amazing auction in February—that will help to reduce the deficit 
for this year but will not erase it as we had hoped.  
 
You can do two things to help us cut the deficit for this fiscal year: l) please make sure that you fulfill your  pledge that you 
promised last year and 2) if you can, give a one-time donation above and beyond your pledge if you are able to do so. 
 
It is important that SFUU be financially stable as we do all that we do.  The Board, with the help of the Finance Committee, 
needs to create a proposed budget for the upcoming year that will be fiscally responsible, as well as allow SFUU to continue 
the work that the congregation wants to do.  With this in mind, there will be a meeting on Sunday, April 19, at 10:15 AM and 
again at 12:15 PM.   Jim Robison, our Treasurer, will present our financial status and the proposed budget that the Board is 
considering.  We will ask for the input of all members attending on what programs SFUU should continue, and, if we don’t 
make our pledge goal, which ones to cut.  We may need to make some hard decisions, and it feels im-
portant in our shared ministry model that all of our members be involved in this important decision-
making process. 
 
What’s important to you about SFUU?  Your input is important and will be considered in the new budget 
for 2015-2016. 
 
  In community and gratitude,        

             Marsha von Dessonneck  
 

R.E. — Continued from page 2 

 
FROM THE LOFT UP THE STREET  
 
Senior Youth Group to Attend Earth Day Celebration at the School Park Preserve, April 19 
The Senior Youth Group will walk over to the School Park Preserve at 10:00 AM to attend the Earth Day Celebration of mu-
sic, education, and exhibits. Youth will be accompanied by Theresa Cote, Youth Leader, and a volunteer. Youth will need to 
have a Field Trip permission slip signed before attending. We will meet in front of SFUU at 10 AM to walk over as a group 
and will return by 12:00 noon. 
 
A Field Trip to the Sikh Temple in Roseville on May 10 
The youth have expressed interest in learning more about the Sikh religion, in keeping with their World Religion studies this 
year. They have been invited to visit the Sikh Temple in Roseville from 10 AM to 12 noon on May 10.  They will have an op-
portunity to meet with youth from the Sikh temple and enjoy refreshments together before returning to SFUU. All those at-
tending will need to have their heads covered with a hat, cap, or scarf. More information will be coming soon. 
   
General Assembly and Senior Youth 
Five youth, so far, have expressed an interest in attending the UUA General Assembly in Portland, Ore-

gon, over the last weekend in June. Youth are raising money at fundraising events to help defray some of 

the costs. Their first fundraising effort on March 15 raised over $200 thanks to the generous contributions 

of the Congregation and the beautiful sandwich spread prepared by the youth. 

    Theresa Cote, Youth Leader 
    (530) 368-2115 or sfuuyouth@mysfuu.org   

TACO SUNDAY 
 

Support the Senior Youth by buying a taco after the 11 AM service on Sunday, April 12!  
Donations will go toward offsetting the cost of the youth trip to G.A. this June. 

mailto:sfuuyouth@mysfuu.org
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 
 

Pre-Summer Book Sale 
 
Do you need a good summer read?  Have you thought about catching up on books with a UU 
theme such as race and ethnicity, spirituality or grace? Or how about books for your children or 
grandchildren? If you like to read, this unique book fair is for you. The launch of our pre-
Summer Book Fair will be held at SFUU on Sunday, May 3, 2015, from 
8:30 AM-1:00 PM in the Social Hall before, between, and after Worship 
Services and the forum.  
 
An enticing, diverse selection of books on many topics that reflect UU 
values is planned. In fact, the books chosen are highly recommended by 
the UUA book store, our co-ministers, and members of our planning 
team, published primarily by Skinner House or Beacon Press. The fair is a fundraiser for SFUU, 
in addition to being a service to members and friends, and is receiving substantial support from 
the UUA Book Store.  
 
We can only accept cash or checks, so come prepared, and leave your credit cards at home. 
Contact Mary Lou Bailey at marylou@wizwire.com or Janie Evans at 
janie.evansod@gmail.com for more information or to help at the fair. 

BOARD MEMBERS 
July ‘14— June ‘15 

 

President 

Marsha von Dessonneck 

president@mysfuu.org  
 

Vice President  

Robert Archer 

vicepresident@mysfuu.org   
 

Secretary 

Andy Cramer 

secretary@mysfuu.org  
 

Financial Officer 
Stevie Rea 

financialofficer@mysfuu.org 
 

Trustees-at-Large 

Val Bowman, Maureen Bauman, 

Mary Lou Bailey 
 

Treasurer 
(appointed) 
Jim Robison 

 

STAFF 
  

Administrator  

Ronda Pate 

sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org  
(Office hours on back page) 

 

Music Director 

Patricia Leftridge 
 

R.E. Director  

Leslye Janusz  
(Contact information on R.E. page) 

  

Youth Leader 
Theresa Cote 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

 

 

Adult Programs/Adult R.E. 
John Bohland 

 

Building & Grounds 
Bob Niblack 

 

Caring Ministry 
Beryl Mayne 

 

Communications 
Laurie Soper 

 

Finance 
Stevie Rea 

 

Membership 
Rev. Wendy Bartel 

 

Religious Education 
Jennifer Warner  

 

Social Action  
Lisa Boch 

 

Worship 
Joan Lacktis 

 

CO-MINISTERS 
 

Rev. Lynn Gardner 

Rev. Wendy Bartel 
(Contact information on back page) 

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY and GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
The deadline for applying to be a delegate for DA on April 25 in San Francisco or a delegate at 
GA in Portland, Oregon from June 24-28 has been extended until the next Board meeting on 
Friday, April 3.  If you are going to either event and would like to be a delegate, please fill out 
the form that you can find on our website, mysfuu.org, or in the folder in the social hall. Please 
contact Marsha von Dessonneck, mvondess@hotmail.com or 530-305-7592, with questions. 

Sabbatical Stuff—continued from page 3 

 
REV. LEISA’S HELLO  

 
Greetings from your sabbatical minister!  I am so pleased and grateful to have been asked to 
serve in this way. I thought you might want a little information about this person with whom you 
will travel for a short time, so here are some relevant tidbits. 
 
Before becoming a minister, I was an ecologist and worked in sustainable agriculture research 
and education for 20 years. I am called to help bring about the spiritual transformation our cul-
ture needs in order to live sustainably on this beautiful blue-green planet, with love and justice 
for all. I have a fledgling community ministry in which I am writing, developing a website, guest 
preaching, and leading congregational workshops and retreats, mainly on 
the theology and spirituality of sustainability and environmental justice.  
 
My husband, Steve Temple, is a retired agronomist from UC Davis and 
world leader in sustainable agriculture.  Between us we have six adult chil-
dren, and he has eight grandchildren. We live above Colfax. 
 
If you have any pastoral needs during the sabbatical, please know that I 
am here for you, with a warm and loving heart. May our journey together 
be one of mutual learning, shared creativity, joy, and depth.  
 

  Blessings,   Rev. Dr. Leisa Huyck 
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SFUU Office Hours & Contact Information 

———————————————— 

Rev. Wendy Bartel & Rev. Lynn Gardner 

 

Our co-ministers will be on Sabbatical from 

April 14 to May 14. They will not check e-

mail or voicemail during their time away. 

Please contact them on May 15 or after.  

 

More information about the Sabbatical and 

who to contact in the co-ministers’ absence, 

can be found in SABBATICAL STUFF on 

page 3 or in the pamphlet in the SFUU foyer. 

 

 

—————————————— 

 

Church Administrator, Ronda Pate  
 

In-office hours are: 

Fri: 11 AM - 3 PM 

Sun: 8:15 - 3:30 PM 

 Tues. and Wed.:  Off  
 

Contact Ronda at sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Our mission  
is to build beloved community  

that respects diversities,  
as we nourish the spirit,  

care for the Earth,  
and inspire faithful acts of peace and 

justice. 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES: 9 & 11 AM 

SUMMER: 10 AM only 

190 Finley St 

Auburn, CA 95603 
 

Phone: (530) 823-0953 
 

Our e-mail address:   
sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org  

Our website:  www.mysfuu.org 

 

We  welcome ALL who attend our Sunday services and activities. Child care is 

available during the service, and your children are welcome in our Religious 

Education program. Please join us for conversation after the service. If you 

would like information about SFUU,  please take literature on display in the 

foyer or speak with the greeters, our ministers, or any member of the congrega-

tion.   
 

If you have announcements or calendar items to share with the congregation, 

you are encouraged to submit them, as follows:  
 

 For announcements to share by weekly “E-Beacon”, contact the Church 

Administrator at sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org by 6 PM each Thursday.  
 

 Submit items for the Sunday Order of Service by 6 PM each Wednesday to 

the Church Administrator, sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org or 530-823-0953.  
 

 Submit items for the website to the Church Administrator at sfuuad-

min@mysfuu.org AND to Joan Lacktis at joansac@pacbell.net 
 

 Submit items for the monthly newsletter by MS Word attachment to an e-mail 

on or before Friday, April 17, to Laurie Soper,  lasoper@wavecable.com  

Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalists 
 A Welcoming Congregation 
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