
Climate Footprint Survey  

Water is life. Too little and communities wither and die; too much and they are drowned or swept away. And global 

warming may turn our current water difficulties into abject tragedies. With this in mind, the Sierra Foothills Unitarian 

Universalist Social Justice Committee (SJC) is initiating our Climate Footprint Project. Your participation is voluntary and 

any personal information collected will remain confidential unless you allow otherwise.  

The goals of the project are: 

1. Engage as many members of the congregation as are willing in an effort to reduce our personal and 

congregational carbon footprints.   

2. Document these efforts and use the stories and the data from the project to educate ourselves and, hopefully, 

the wider community. 

The key components of this effort, as envisioned by the SJC include: collecting data on our current carbon emissions, 

providing support for those willing to take steps to reduce carbon emissions, reassessing household carbon footprints 

after a year (and perhaps a longer interval), and documenting and sharing the stories of these efforts. To help plan the 

project, and get it underway, the social justice committee is asking that you complete the attached survey and return it 

to…..  

The first Climate Footprint workshop, to be held on Feb 12, 2017, will be the formal beginning of this project. At that 

workshop we will explain the project in detail, and answer any questions you might have. We will also discuss goals for 

reducing our personal and congregational greenhouse gas emissions. We hope to find a consensus on one year, five 

year, and perhaps ten year congregational goals. 

In addition to gathering information to help with project planning, this survey includes a section which can be used to 

record and report your current carbon footprint if you would like to get an early start on participation. We will be using 

the footprint calculator developed by Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, which can be found at 

http://coolclimate.berekeley.edu/carboncalculator. It will also be possible to complete the footprint calculation at the 

Second Sunday Workshop, with members of the project team available to assist.   

Once we have collected all our baseline information, we will plan for a series of workshops this winter and spring 

intended to help us find inexpensive ways to reduce our emissions. We also want to establish a support network so we 

can provide each other with ongoing help in reducing our climate footprint. And if we can work out the details, we hope 

to have a blog site where people can go to find practical information on reducing their emissions. 

In February 2018, at the end of the first year of the project, we’ll check our emissions to see how much we, as a 

congregation, have reduced our footprint. We hope to continue on from there – supporting and encouraging each other 

in our mutual effort at addressing climate change. 

As a part of the initial survey, we also hope to collect stories from church members who have already reduced their 

climate footprint. For members who are willing and agree to share, we will display these stories on poster exhibits so 

that church members can gain inspiration from each other’s actions. And, again for those who are willing to participate, 

we will record the project activities in writing, pictures, and perhaps even a video. We expect this activity to record the 

ongoing story of our congregation putting ethics into action on Climate Change. We hope to also use these records to 

witness our efforts to the broader community. 


