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JUNE 2015 

SUMMER SCHEDULE  
June 7 to Labor Day 

Sunday Services and Religious Education (all ages) at 10 AM  
 Forums at 11:30 AM 

Remember that Summer Schedule begins today, June 7 (details above) 
 
June 7  SPEAKING THE INEFFABLE 
 
This living tradition of Unitarian Universalism draws from many sources. We are not required to believe the same things 
about the divine and so we tend to talk about what we don’t believe. Sometimes this means we don’t talk about what we do 
believe. How can we practice putting words to what we know in our hearts, even when someone else in the room might disa-
gree or judge or not understand? 
 

Worship Leader: Rev. Wendy Bartel 
Worship Associate: Loretta Saenz 

 
 
June 14   CREATING OUR MORAL COMPASS: LESSONS FROM THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS 
 
Please join the participants, teachers, and staff as they share some of  their lessons from this year's curricula.  This service 
will include music, stories, reflections, and a Bridging Ceremony for our seniors moving from youth to young adults.   
 

Worship Leaders: The Children & Youth of the R.E. Program 
Worship Associates: Rev. Lynn Gardner and Rev. Wendy Bartel 

 
All are invited to attend the All-Congregation Potluck Picnic at Recreation Park after the service.  
 
 
June 21  OUR FATHER? 
 
The Christian prayer known as the Our Father, or Lord’s Prayer, gives us an image of the Divine as a single-gender, parent 
figure. Our Unitarian history upheld the notion of a unity of God, yet modern UUs have a broad range of understanding Spirit.  
Let’s engage such traditional gender and human relationship roles given to Spirit and reimagine an inclusive presence that 
can give foundation and guidance to our living.   
 

Worship Leader: Christy Baker, M.Div. 
Worship Associate: Meg Dorsey 

 
 
June 28  BUSINESS TIME 
 
What is your purpose? What is your divine purpose? How do you determine what is your business and what is someone 
else’s? Please join our guest, the Rev. Gale Tompkins-Bischel, local Disciples of Christ minister, to explore this timely topic. 
Rev. Gale grew up UU. 
 

Worship Leader: Rev. Gale Tompkins-Bischel 
Worship Associate:  Loretta Saenz 
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  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS & VIEWS 

MAY HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Mother’s Day - Muffins for Moms 
On May 10, the mothers and grandmothers of SFUU were treated to muffins in the social hall. Thank you, Trish Caspers 
Ross, for providing the muffins. 
 
Last Day of R.E. Classes for 2014-15 
May 17 was our last day of regular R.E. classes. The K-2nd and 3rd-5th grade classes celebrated with a Gems of Goodness 
party and decorated their own Moral Compass to take home. Youth met with the youth leader to recap the year and talk 
about the end-of-year R.E.-led service. 
 
Gifts for Volunteers 
On May 24, R.E. children and youth made gifts for all of the wonderful volunteers who helped with R.E. this year. Gifts will be 
distributed to the volunteers at the R.E-led service. Thank you, Kathleen Ports, for helping with the gift-making and prepara-
tions for the R.E.-led service. 
 
 
JUNE 2015 ACTIVITIES 
 
Preparation for R.E.-led Service 
May 31 and June 7, at regular R.E. time, and June 13 from 10 AM - 12 noon will be set aside for rehearsals for the R.E.-led 
service. All the classes will be participating. The Service is set for 10 AM on June 14, with a final rehearsal at 8:30 AM. 
 
Celebrating Rainforests: the Theme for Summer R.E. for grades K-5 
We’re looking for volunteers who would like to teach poetry, story writing, art activities, science exploration, theater games, 
meditating to sounds of the rainforest, games, and other activities with the theme of Rainforests. Leslye will work with volun-
teers to plan their activity to fit within the broad framework of the Celebrating Rainforest curriculum. Volunteers can also sign 
up to help us make a box-sized replica of a rainforest ... R.E. summer classes are set to begin on June 28, the weekend after 
the SFUU camping trip in June. A volunteer sign-up sheet will be available in the social hall for the next several weeks. 
 
Update on OWL Classes for Youth 
An Our Whole Lives (OWL) class for 8th-10th grade youth will begin in mid-September. We’re so pleased to have three won-
derful SFUU volunteers—Jim Robison, Nicole Nelson and Candy Jensen—who will facilitate the class for youth. They are 
scheduled to attend training in Palo Alto in June and September. Specific dates and times for the class will be announced in 
July after our facilitators return from OWL training with information on best methods for structuring the class. 
 
“Growing Peace Camp” Registration 
To ensure a spot for your children, please contact Leslye for a copy of the 2015 application. Growing Peace Camp is set for 
August 3-7, at Alta Vista Charter School in Auburn, from 9 AM - 1 PM. The theme for this summer is “Peace with Our Planet.” 
We will offer many activities having to do with the environment and how to be good stewards of our 
communities through music, singing, art, Nonviolent Communication games, and stories. Many of last 
year’s staff and specialists will be returning this year with even more exciting activities. Children ages 5-
13 are invited to enroll. A special media project involving community environmentalists will be available 
for children 11-13. Youth 14-17 years of age who would like to work as an assistant counselor should 
see Leslye for an application.  

  
 With peace,   

 Leslye Janusz  
  Director of Religious Education (DRE) 
  (530) 889-9433 or sfuudreleslye@gmail.com 

 

From the Loft up the Street  
 
A BIG, BIG THANK YOU to all the parents who have participated in the fund-raising activities to support the youth who will 
be going to General Assembly, and a very special shout-out to Suzanne Borth and Trish Caspers-Ross, who organized the 
fundraising events. Because of their excellent work, the projects have raised enough to provide substantial support to the 
youth who are going to Portland for the big event on June 25-28.  A planning/logistics/questions meeting will be held on Sun-
day, June 7, at 11:30 AM for all who will attend, including the parents of youth who will attend. Suzanne Borth was the prime 

(Continued on page 7) 

mailto:sfuudreleslye@gmail.com
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Co-Ministers’ colloquy 

——————————————————- 
 

     

The 54th Annual General Assembly (G.A.) of the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations will be held this June. 
Thousands will gather in Portland, OR, and thousands more will tune in through live-streaming or reading Twitter or Face-
book to see what those in attendance are up to. Wednesday will be opening night, and it involves a lot of different things. 
That afternoon, the youth and young adults will have gathered for orientation, the first G.A. choir rehearsal will have tran-
spired, and some folks will just be arriving as the Opening Celebration and Worship begin. That night there is gathering mu-
sic as folks arrive in the hall. There will be a Banner Parade where congregations and organizations and seminaries will 
show their banner. One of our SFUU delegates, or maybe all of them, will walk around carrying our beautiful banner created 
by the late Anne Seeley.   
 
While workshops and worship and the public witness events are big draws for attendance, the main purpose for our G.A. is 
to do the business of the association. There are General Sessions—formally known as plenary sessions—in which an agen-
da is navigated through committee and board reports, updates, formal discussion, votes, and aspirations sometimes shared. 
On opening night, the banner parade will be followed by a business session which UUA Moderator Jim Key will conduct. The 
rules and procedures have to be passed or amended by the delegates who are gathered so that everyone knows exactly 
what and how to proceed. Then that leads into worship. We were quite shocked back in October to get an email inviting us 
to a phone conversation in which we, along with our dear friend, the Rev. Leon Dunkley, were invited to lead this worship. It 
has been a LOT of work to prepare for this big day. We have done hard and good work. We will need your prayers and 
blessings as we head off and your focused intention as the night unfolds, whether you are in the hall or watching via live-
stream. The event starts at 7:45 PM, but the live stream usually starts about 7:30. We are grateful for the opportunity to 
serve our beloved faith in this way.  We are also grateful and excited that Jeff Chamberlain will be sharing his musical gifts 
during the service, and that Katie Sykes, a member of our Sr. Youth Group, will be part of the invocation.   
 
After G.A. we will spend a few days in Oregon visiting dear friends, celebrating Lynn’s big birthday, and then taking a little 
vacation time. We  imagine that we might need to ‘colleap in a hapse’ (the extra-tired version of collapsing in a heap!) for a 
few days after G.A. is over. SFUU will be well represented by youth as well as adults who are attending.  
 
Please watch the newsletter and e-Beacon to see who will lead worship and provide children/youth religious education this 
summer. And remember, we’ll meet only at 10 AM from June 7-Labor Day. This year, our Gathering of Waters service will be 
different. First, we will have it earlier in the year—on Sunday Aug. 23 at 10 AM—to better coincide with the public school 
year. Second, given the drought we are in, we invite you to collect small stones, small samples of soil, 
or—if you happen to be in a place that has abundant water—a small bit of water  for the service. 
Whatever your summer adventures—gardening at home, hiking in the American River Canyon, camp-
ing at Yosemite, or taking a grand wold trip—bring your small bits of stone, soil, or water on that In-
gathering Sunday.  
 
Mary Oliver, in her poem “A Summer’s Day”, asks perhaps one of the most important questions we 
can ask ourselves, particularly in religious community: “What is it you plan to do with your one wild 
and precious life?”   
 
  We hope this summer is a blessing to ALL!  

                       Rev. Lynn  & Rev. Wendy  

SFUU MEMBERSHIP 
 

Our Path to Membership activities will resume in the Fall.  
 

JUNE MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES 
 

Jim Robison—2008 
Linda & Rich Snyder—2012 

Andrea Henke—2014 
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ADULT PROGRAMS 
————————————————- 

 

SFUU Crafters 
 

Join us from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM the 3rd Thursday of every month in the social hall. Bring whatever you are working on:  
jewelry, drawing, painting, sewing, knitting etc. Share ideas, suggestions, and experiences with other craftspeople. Bring 
lunch and visit while you work. Everyone is welcome and church membership is not a requirement.  
 

If you are interested, please contact Marylee Drake at maryleedrake@sbcglobal.net or 530-613-4251 or Joan Lacktis 
at joansac@pacbell.net  or 916-435-9026. 
 

 
Men’s Group 
  
The Men's Group meets at SFUU on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month from 6:00 to 7:30 PM.  This group is 
open to any men wishing to join us for personal sharing and conversation.  For more information simply come to one of our 
meetings or contact Jim Robison at jimrobison66@gmail.com or (209) 277-6201. 
 
 
Nonviolent Communication (NVC) Training 
 

SFUU has a commitment to peace-making. That is, we commit to being in right relationship with one another through com-
passionate speech. When we have conflict, we are asked to engage with it, not turn away. We have a wonderful opportunity 
to work with an approachable master of NVC, Jared Finkelstein, from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM on Saturday, May 30, at SFUU. 
He will speak about some basics of NVC in the morning, a light lunch will be served, and a session on “Connecting Across 
Differences” will be given in the afternoon. It is going to be spectacular! A sliding-scale suggested donation of $2-25 is re-
quested. Learn how to transform judgments and blame into connections that can repair strained relationships. Help us build 
beloved community.  Contact Val Bowman at valeriebowman2@gmail.com for more information. 

ANOTHER CIRCLE AROUND THE SUN 
 
So … I have a birthday coming up, and it has me thinking.  Usually my birthdays come and go, and, while I really look for-
ward to the chocolate cake, they don’t feel that much different from any other day.  This year is feeling a little different… a bit 
more meaningful… a bit bigger.  I’m turning 50 at the end of June, and I don’t want it to feel like any other day.  As my 40th 
birthday approached, I knew that it, too, felt significant, not because of the number, but because of all that was changing in 
my life.  I was selling a house, a business, leaving a community that I loved, and moving to begin seminary.  I was, like a 
caterpillar becoming a chrysalis, willing to hang from my toes and transform into something that I could not completely un-
derstand.   
 
This year I am on another side of that transition, having graduated, been ordained, married, and called to serve a congrega-
tion in the last decade. A few months ago I set a goal for myself of being able to do 50 pushups on my 50th birthday.  (I could 
do about seven at the time.)  I’m up to 37 a day, although they aren’t always pretty. Besides wanting to keep my body 
healthy, I also want to celebrate 50 circles around the sun by continuing to support the organizations that matter to me.  I’ll 
definitely be writing a birthday check to SFUU, and writing it for a little extra. The Birthday Fund is available for special pro-
jects or emergency needs that aren’t covered by the operating budget, such as the recent purchase of a new heater and air 
conditioner for the Religious Education wing.  Please join me in contributing to the Birthday Fund, one dollar for every year 
you’ve spent on the Earth.  You can write a check the next time your birthday rolls around, or contribute for a passed birth-
day if you choose.  Let’s make each year count, in whatever ways we can.  Push ups, anyone?  
 

       ~ Rev. Lynn   

, Lynn!, Lynn!  

mailto:maryleedrake@sbcglobal.net
mailto:joansac@pacbell.net
mailto:jimrobison66@gmail.com
mailto:valeriebowman2@gmail.com
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SOCIAL JUSTICE  

Growing Peace Camp 2015 Celebrates 29 Years, Now Open for Enrollment! 
 

“Peace with our Planet” is the theme of this year’s Growing Peace Camp for children ages 5-14, which will be held at Alta 
Vista School in Auburn from August 3-7.  Activities will support respect, protection and conservation of our natural world and 
will include nature hikes, music, and friendship building.  Children ages 5-10 will participate in hands-on artistic and educa-
tional curricula designed to promote peace in our world and include environmental and social concepts. Children ages 11-14 
will also create a video project. Children with special needs will be welcomed. Fees will be $85 per child. Currently the Camp 
is partially funded by a variety of grants, local government, and civic organizations. The Social Justice Committee is contrib-
uting one scholarship. No child will be turned away due to lack of funds.  Additional funding for staff and daily guest special-
ists will make this year’s Growing Peace Camp the best one ever!  For more information and how you can help, contact Mil-
lee Livingston at milleelivingston@gmail.com or (530) 887-1775. 

 
Gearing Up for General Assembly Portland 2015—“Building a New Way” 
 

Excitement is building for Portland GA from June 24-30 this year. It is expected to be dynamic and focused on many Social 
Justice issues. The keynote address, called the Ware Lecture, will be given this year by the author of Black Prophetic Fire, 
Cornel West, who is dedicated to  “telling the truth and bearing witness to love and justice” (from his website 
www.cornelwest.com).  Visit www.uua.org for the GA schedule. 

 
Update: SFUU Social Justice Congregational Discernment and Engagement Program 
 

In last month’s Newsletter, we introduced the three-part study and leadership training program being planned by SFUU’s 
Social Justice Committee (SJC) in partnership with the UU Justice Ministry of California (UUJMCA).  The purpose of the pro-
gram is to help us develop a congregation-wide social justice covenant and ground our justice work in the principles of our 
UU faith. A Sunday forum will be held some time in August on the Six Circles of Social Justice prior to the start of the series 
of Sunday leadership trainings and discernment sessions in the fall.   

 
Border Stories by Joan Lacktis 
 

In March, I travelled to Tijuana, Mexico, with a group of 10 other California UU’s on a trip sponsored by The UU Justice Min-
istry. I am part of a group called Faithful Friends that visits people being held in detention in local jails and have visited sev-
eral people who have been deported. I wanted to see what resources were available in Tijuana to help the deportees until 
they could find their footing. One deportee was brought here as a small child and didn’t even speak Spanish. Who was going 
to help him when he arrived in this foreign country?  
 

The first facility we visited was Instituto Madre Asunta Shelter for Migrant Women and Chil-
dren. One woman’s story exemplifies the disconnected fantasyland nature of American im-
migration policy. She had a permanent resident visa and was living in San Diego with her 
husband and children when her passport with her visa was stolen. Since her permanent 
U.S. residency status had been based on the fact that she owned property in Mexico, she 
decided to travel to Mexico City to get her documents replaced. While she was gone, how-
ever, her family had sold her property without telling her. She was denied a replacement 
visa and has been living at the shelter for 18 months while trying to get her visa restored.  
  

Next we met with a group of deported U.S. veterans, many of whom fought in wars. They described their continuing loyalty 
to the U.S. despite being sent away with no appreciation for their service. On Sunday we went to Friendship Park where the 
menacing border fence looms over families who have gathered on either side. For a few hours each week separated loved 
ones can speak through the iron bars. I spoke to a little boy who goes often with his church group to a weekly cross-border 
mass. When we put our hands on the fence during the mass he poked his small finger through the tight steel mesh that co-
vers the fence and touched my finger. There are some things you just can’t fence out. I recommend the trip if you are able to 
go. For more information, see www.uujmca.org. 

 
Big Day of Giving on May 5: A Big Win For Local Nonprofits 
 

This past May 5, 2015 was the annual Big Day of Giving (BigDOG)! Over a 24 hour period, midnight to midnight, many local 
nonprofits, including Auburn Interfaith Food Closet, Placer People of Faith Together, and The Gathering Inn, joined 
with 500 other nonprofits on this National Day of Online Giving.  It was a huge success for those three organizations. To 
learn more also visit www.bigdayofgiving.org, or Janie Evans at janie.evansod@gmail.com. 

mailto:milleelivingston@gmail.com
http://www.cornelwest.com/
http://www.uua.org/
http://www.uujmca.org/
mailto:janie.evansod@gmail.com
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MEMBERS’ AND FRIENDS’ CORNER 
Caring for Our Community  

 

Please reach out to one another when you need and/or can offer support. 

—————————————— 
 

Caring thoughts and comfort to:  
  

 Sherry Nilsson and Janet Greenwood would appreciate continued prayers and positive energy for healing as Sherry 
works to regain her health.   

 
With joy:  
 

 Leo and Jeanine Meunier celebrate with their son, Mark, who moved into a new home last month. 

 Amy and Ken Evans are happy that Jake is home from Humboldt State University for the summer. Welcome, home, 
Jake! 

 Congratulations to Mitchell Koerner and Olivia Joyce, who are both graduating from high school! 

 Laurie Soper underwent a successful trial of Spinal Cord Stimulation therapy and is looking forward to reduced back pain 
after permanent implantation, hopefully in late June. She is grateful to Patty Campbell and Karen Tajbl for transportation 
to and from the surgery center for the trial procedure. 

————————————————- 

Items for the Members’ & Friends’ Corner usually come from the Memory Book during church services  

but may also be submitted directly to the newsletter editor, Laurie Soper, at lasoper@wavecable.com. 

SFUU IS UNVEILING A NEW WEBSITE DESIGN! 
 
With more and more people using phones and tablets to ‘surf the web’, web pages must be adaptable to different screen 
sizes. The technology we have been using for our web site didn’t do that, so we moved to a new tool, and we hired a design-
er … and we came up with a beautiful new website.  On or about Monday, June 1, we will transition from one tool to another.  
(You may notice some strange things that day.)  After that – you will see our beautiful new page. 
 
What is NOT changing: 
 
The URL – you will still use mysfuu.org  
 
What IS changing: 
 
The site navigation is very different.  Please take some time to browse around and familiarize yourself with the site.  You will 
notice that popular content is accessible from many different links.  Also notice – most of the pictures are links themselves. 
 
Where is the Membership Directory? 
 
You will find it using the top navigation bar – there is a menu item called “Members” – click on Member Resources which 

takes you to a page with a variety of member-related items on it. When you click on the membership 
director, you will be asked for a password. The password will be emailed to you by our administrator 
prior to June 1.   
 
Where can I get help? 
 
A handout will be available at church on May 31 before the Congregational Meeting.  
A brief presentation on the new site will be given at that meeting. The handout will 
cover the most commonly used content such as services, events, and children’s R.E.  
A separate handout will be available for church leaders, board members, staff, and 
committee chairs. 
 

We know change is always challenging, but in an effort to attract new people, we must adjust our technolo-
gy from time to time so people can find us and see our ‘awesome-ness’.   
 
    ~ Joan Lacktis & Amy Evans,  
       Social Media & Website Administration, Communications Committee 
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R.E. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS – May through June, 2015 
 

June 7 – Move to one 10 AM service for the summer. Rehearse for R.E.-led Service 
June 7 – Meeting for all attending G.A. including youth who will attend & their parents, at 11:30 AM 
June 13 – Rehearsal for R.E.-led Service, 10 AM to 12 noon.  Snacks and childcare provided. 
June 14 – R.E.-led Service. Rehearsal at 8:30 AM; service at 10 AM 
June 14 – SFUU Annual Picnic in the Park, 11:30 AM 
June 19-21 – Annual SFUU Summer Camping Trip. No R.E.; childcare only (Leslye and Theresa out of town) 
June 24-28 – UUA General Assembly, Portland Oregon 
June 28 – First Sunday of Summer School classes 

 
New events and R.E. meetings will be listed in upcoming newsletters as they are scheduled. 
For SFUU sponsored activities go to www.mysfuu.org and click on the calendar. 

mover and shaker in getting all the G.A. trip plans and transportation arranged for the youth these past several months. She 
has been a real cheerleader for the youth to attend and has kept everyone informed about the arrangements on a regular 
basis.  Thank you, Suzanne.  
 
Summer R.E. for the combined Junior and Senior Youth Groups begins Sunday, June 28. They will 
meet in The Loft from 10:15 (after Story for All Ages) to 11 AM to explore some of the leading issues of 
concern to the UU community: economic justice, environmental justice, immigrant justice, and voting 
rights. This will pave the way for our focus on Social Justice next fall, when we will not only discuss 
these issues but will also take some actions to match our words.  After our summer experiences, the 
fall/winter curriculum will involve more in-depth activities, yet to be decided. 
 

    Theresa Cote, Youth Leader 
    (530) 368-2115 or sfuuyouth@mysfuu.org   

(R.E. continued from page 2) 

SUMMER YOUTH OPPORTUNITY 
 

The 2015 Auburn Interfaith Food Closet summer youth program will run from June 15 to July 30. Youth who will enter 9th 
grade or higher in the fall are eligible. Applications may be mailed or hand-delivered to the address on the application, but 
they must be received by June 1.  
 
Bonnie Dahl from SFUU is in charge of this project. You may obtain applications from Bonnie Dahl, Laurie Soper, or Youth 
Leader Theresa Cote. For more information about the program, contact Bonnie Dahl at bjdahl12@gmail.com or (530) 889-
1576 or Laurie Soper at lasoper@att.net or (530) 401-1382.  

FROM BUILDING & GROUNDS 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in SFUU’s Annual Spring Cleanup Day on Saturday May 9: Leo Meunier, Gerry 
Brody, Tom Sykes, Robert Archer, Laurie Soper, Javier Rivera, Harriet Stephens, Linda Olsen, 
Ken Evans, and Karen Morse.  I sure hope I listed everyone.  We did a great job cleaning & repairing, 
inside and out!   

 
Everyone will have an opportunity to participate in the next cleanup day on Novem-
ber 7, 2015.  Please mark your calendar now!      
 

 ~ Bob Niblack, Chair 

http://www.mysfuu.org/
mailto:sfuuyouth@mysfuu.org
mailto:bjdahl12@gmail.com
mailto:lasoper@wavecable.com
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From Our Board President                               
———————————————————  

My term as President will end at the end of the month, and a lot has happened at SFUU in the two years that I have been 
President.  I have worked with some very hard-working and dedicated folks on the Board of Trustees, as well as many of the 
members and friends of SFUU.  Together we have had several successful fund raisers, raising over $30,000 for SFUU, and 
community outreach programs like the MLK celebration and an entry in the Festival of Lights this last year.  We have had 
several adult R.E. programs that have stretched our minds and hearts and have made us a stronger congregation.  This last 
year, we had our first directed choir that rehearsed weekly and sang at several services through the holiday season and 
spring.  I was able to participate in this and was very pleased with our interim choir director, Randy Nemeth, as well as all of 
the folks who worked to make the choir a big success. It was great fun, and we hope more singers will join us next year.   
 
Our ministers, Reverend Lynn and Reverend Wendy, continue to work with the congregation, as well as the Board to help 
make SFUU “do church well”.  Their guidance has proved very beneficial to all who attend.  Their support to me, as Presi-
dent, helped me to focus on the areas that I needed to work on to be my very best at leading the Board.  I could not have 
done it without them. 
 
Finances continue to be a concern of the Board and many of the members of SFUU.  For the last 2 years, we have had more 
successful pledge drives than ever before.  We have been able to have two services 9 months of the year, with total attend-
ance that surpassed what it had been when we only had one service.  Our membership has remained stable, even though we 
have welcomed over 10 new members each year.  This is due to the fact that we had several members move out of the area 
and, sadly, the death of a few of our long time members.  We continue to have many visitors most weeks, with some folks 
who come on a regular basis but who have not yet chosen to become members. 
 
Part of the concern that will face the new Board of Trustees is that our lovely, old building is beginning to need some TLC. 
This last year, the door on the side of the building needed to be replaced due to dry rot, and recently it has been found that 
one of the three HVAC units needs to be replaced before the summer to allow for the R.E. and office side of the building to 
have air conditioning during the hot months this summer. The other two units are of the same vintage, so the possibility looms 
of their also needing work.  Replacing the one unit will cost approximately $7000 and will be done soon.  If you have been 
following the SFUU budget talks, however, you will note that no funds have been allocated to cover this work.  We will need 
to dip into our reserves to pay for it.  Since we have had a deficit this year and are projecting a deficit for the coming year, this 
needs to be reviewed carefully by the new Board.   
 
I have enjoyed working with all of you these last two years and hope to continue to be involved in activi-
ties and committees at SFUU.  I hope that all of you will become involved in one or more of the many 
offerings at SFUU.  This is an awesome community, and we have a lot to offer each other and the wider 
community around us.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve all of you! 
 
      Gratefully, 

       Marsha von Dessonneck  

MONEY TALK 
 
How’s your pledge? 
 
SFUU has a fiscal year of July 1 to June 30.  We make our financial pledges based on this time period.  
As we approach our fiscal year-end, now is a good time to check on the status of your pledge and bring 
it up to date.  Not sure where you stand?  Ask Treasurer Jim Robison at jimrobison66@gmail.com or 
(209) 277-6201.   
 
 
Got stock? 
 
Do you happen to be hanging on to some corporate stock that has appreciated in value and that you would like to sell?  In-
stead of selling it, think about contributing it to SFUU or using it to pay part of your pledge.  Nobody pays tax on the capital 
gains.  Everybody’s happy … except the Tax Man.  For more information, check with our Treasurer, Jim Robison. 

mailto:jimrobison66@gmail.com
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BOARD MEMBERS 
July ‘14— June ‘15 

 

President 
Marsha von Dessonneck 
president@mysfuu.org  

 

Vice President  
Robert Archer 

vicepresident@mysfuu.org   
 

Secretary 
Andy Cramer 

secretary@mysfuu.org  
 

Financial Officer 
Stevie Rea 

financialofficer@mysfuu.org 
 

Trustees-at-Large 
Val Bowman, Maureen Bauman, 

Mary Lou Bailey 
 

Treasurer 
(appointed) 
Jim Robison 

 

STAFF 
  

Administrator  
Ronda Pate 

sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org  
(Office hours on back page) 

 

Music Director 
Patricia Leftridge 

 

R.E. Director  
Leslye Janusz  

(Contact information on R.E. page) 
  

Youth Leader 
Theresa Cote 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

 

 

Adult Programs/Adult R.E. 
John Bohland 

 

Building & Grounds 
Bob Niblack 

 

Caring Ministry 
Beryl Mayne 

 

Communications 
Laurie Soper 

 

Finance 
Stevie Rea 

 

Membership 
Rev. Wendy Bartel 

 

Religious Education 

Jennifer Warner  
 

Social Justice 
Lisa Boch, Janie Evans 

 

Worship 
Joan Lacktis 

 

CO-MINISTERS 
 

Rev. Lynn Gardner 
Rev. Wendy Bartel 

(Contact information on back page) 

Post-sabbatical Welcome-back Potluck 



Return Service Requested 

Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalists 

190 Finley Street 

Auburn, California 95603 

 

Mail Return Service Requested 

a  l i b e r a l  f a i t h  i n  

P l a c e r  C o u n t y  

 

SFUU Office Hours & Contact Information 

———————————————— 

Rev. Wendy Bartel & Rev. Lynn Gardner 

 
Our co-ministers work from their home of-

fice most days of the week. General office 

hours at SFUU are: 

 

Tues: 3 - 5 PM*  

Thurs: Off 

Fri: 11 AM - 2 PM* 
 

* Please call or e-mail before coming in; they are 
sometimes in a meeting or off site. They are happy 
to make an appointment with you outside of office 
hours as needed. 

 

revlynn@mysfuu.org 

revwendyb@mysfuu.org 

Church: 530-823-0953, *2 at the prompt 

Home office: 530-887-1375 
 

Our co-ministers are on Facebook. If you 

would like to connect that way, search for 
RevWendy Bartel and RevLynn Gardner (no 

space between Rev and their first names). 

 

—————————————— 

 

Church Administrator, Ronda Pate  
 

In-office hours are: 

Fri: 11 AM - 3 PM 

Sun: 9:15 AM - 2:15 PM 

 Tues. and Wed.:  Off  
 

Contact Ronda at sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org   

 

Our mission  
is to build beloved community  

that respects diversities,  
as we nourish the spirit,  

care for the Earth,  
and inspire faithful acts of peace  

and justice. 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES: 9 & 11 AM 

SUMMER: 10 AM only 
190 Finley St 

Auburn, CA 95603 
 

Phone: (530) 823-0953 
 

Our e-mail address:   
sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org  

Our website:  www.mysfuu.org 

 

We  welcome ALL who attend our Sunday services and activities. Child care is 
available during the service, and your children are welcome in our Religious 

Education program. Please join us for conversation after the service. If you 

would like information about SFUU,  please take literature on display in the 

foyer or speak with the greeters, our ministers, or any member of the congrega-

tion.   
 

If you have announcements or calendar items to share with the congregation, 

you are encouraged to submit them, as follows:  
 

 For announcements to share by weekly “E-Beacon”, contact the Church 

Administrator at sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org by 6 PM each Thursday.  
 

 Submit items for the Sunday Order of Service by 6 PM each Wednesday to 

the Church Administrator, sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org or 530-823-0953.  
 

 Submit items for the website to the Church Administrator at sfuuad-

min@mysfuu.org AND to Joan Lacktis at joansac@pacbell.net 
 

 Submit items for the monthly newsletter by MS Word attachment to an e-mail 

on or before Friday, June 19, to Laurie Soper,  lasoper@att.net or lasop-

er43@gmail.com 

Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalists 
 A Welcoming Congregation 
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