
 

 

  
CH-CH—CHANGES 

 

So goes the David Bowie song – changes, turn and face the strange.  Once again SFUU is facing big 
changes, exciting changes, as we welcome our new minister AJ van Tine to Auburn.  As one of the 
members of the search committee, I thought I would provide some insight on what we can expect, how 
we should conduct ourselves, and what we can look forward to as we face the new. 
I imagine we all have expectations – hopes and dreams for what AJ will do to move our congregation 
forward.  But we must remember he has expectations for us.  The manual that the UUA provided to the 
search committee talks about the Ten Cs of ministry.  I’m going to turn that around and make it the 
Ten Cs of being a welcoming congregation to a new minister. 
Character:  Our minister should be able to recognize each one of us as a person of character.  We 
should always be true to our word and be authentic, genuine and transparent in our interactions – both 
with AJ and with each other – to help build trust. 
Calling:  While we may not feel ‘called’ to ministry, I am confident we all feel called to something that 
helps strengthen our church.  It may be to build beloved community, it may be to work for social jus-
tice, it may simply be to ensure we have a safe, clean building to worship in.  But show your calling on 
your sleeve. 
Culture: Share your experiences.  What cultures have you been influenced by?  What cultures to we 
need to learn more about?  Think beyond our wall.  Share your ideas.  
Caring:  We care for each other deeply.  Let’s be sure to show that same level of caring – of compassion 
and empathy – toward AJ as he learns the ins and outs of being a full time, called minister. 
Creative: This congregation is FULL of talented individuals.  Don’t be shy – let AJ know what you do 
well.  Do you paint, sing, write?  Do you lead, follow or play with grace?  Tell AJ and others what you do 
– let’s take advantage of our talents. 
Catalytic:  This means to help make things happen.  This is the most important one for us as congrega-
tions.  We cannot expect AJ to do everything to keep the proverbial plane flying.  If we want things to 
happen, we need to be the catalyst for change ourselves.   
Cooperative:  There will be rocky times ahead.  Remember not to take things personally but rather seek 
to understand and be cooperative.   
Collegial: AJ has strong ties throughout the UU community.  But do we?  Can we try harder to not only 
support his connections but also to make our own?  Attend a regional course, go to general assembly 
some time.  Seek connections with other UUs.  
Competent: When referring to ministers, this speaks mostly to the art of communication.  We at SFUU 
align with the principles of compassionate communication and encourage direct address for conflict res-
olution.  Are you competent in these skills?   
Comic:  Have a sense of humor.  Mistakes will be made.  Misunderstandings will happen.  Approach 
these mishaps with a sense of light-hearted compassion.  
 

Time might change us…but we can’t trace time, said Mr. Bowie.  Here’s to exciting days ahead! 
    

 Amy Evans on behalf of the Ministerial Search Committee 
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Submissions for our publications are as follows: 

Weekly eBeacons & Order-of-Service Announcements – Due Wednesday  

by 5pm  

 

This information is usually generated through Calendar Requests made 

through the website.  Please submit any additional information or clarifications 

to our Office Administrator at sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org 

 

To submit a calendar request, please visit www.mysfuu.org, sign in on the    

“Members” tab, and follow the instructions for calendar requests.  Contact our 

administrator or Amy Evans if you have forgotten the member’ password. 
 

August  Newsletter Items– Due by 5pm on the 20th of July 

  www.uua.org 
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REflecting and Learning: Children and Youth 
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Adult RE 
 
The Simplicity Circles are up and running!  If you are interested in joining a group contact Jan Lowry 
at herbaljan@gmail.com or if you have questions. 
 
Adult RE is winding down for the summer but we have ideas for the fall.  If you have ideas you would like to see 
take shape please contact anyone on the committee.  Watch this space for future forums or the E-beacon or your 
OOS. 
 

Our ongoing groups:   
 

Meditation Group 11:15am, Mondays at church 
 
Men’s Group 6:00pm, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at church    
 
The(*)logies on Tap 7:00pm, 3rd Wednesday, (on vacation until August) 
 
Crafties 9:00am, 1st and 3rd  Fridays at church 
 
Brewed Awakenings,  10am, 1st  Tuesday, Flour Garden Bakery, Auburn 

 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped make the children and youth programs possible this year!  In 
particular, we should recognize Bonnie Dahl for finishing a three-year commitment to the Children/Youth Reli-
gious Education (C/YRE) Committee! Suzanne Borth, Candy Jensen and Jennifer Warner for their dedicated ef-
forts to bring OWL (Our Whole Lives) class to the 4th - 6th graders.  Also the parents of youth, lead by Trish 
Caspers-Ross, worked together to plan and coordinate Friday night youth events once a month.  Laura Koerner 
engaged children and youth of all ages in monthly Social Engagement Sundays, culminating in a Mother's Day Tea 
event. Helene Crandall organized  the planting of vegetables for the Acres of Hope shelter garden.   The Green 
Sanctuary folks, especially Barb Munn, made efforts to include the children and youth in their recertification ef-
forts.  All of this happened in addition to regular classes, so it is not an understatement to say that the children 
and youth programs have been a truly enriching experience this year!  Here are some photos from the RE service 
in May: 

We Need You! Teaching is Fun!  

Do you enjoy sharing a particular interest or set of skills? Do you have fun teaching children and youth? Then 

summertime at SFUU is a perfect opportunity to do both! Contact Adrean Dills: dre@mysfuu.org for more in-

formation. We can provide ready to go lesson plans with all necessary materials, or help you create your own 

plan around the topic you wish to teach! 

mailto:herbaljan@gmail.com
mailto:dre@mysfuu.org
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Committee Chairs 

Adult R.E.                

Jan Lowry 

 

Building & Grounds   

Bob Niblack 

 

Children/Youth RE 

Randy Nemeth 

 

Communications 

Joan Lacktis 

 

Finance 

Marsha von 

Dessonneck 

 

Membership  

 

Social Justice 

Allen Edwards 

 George Lowry 

 

Worship 

Meg Dorsey 

 

Teams & Task Forces 

Stewardship 

Gary Koerner 

Shared Ministry 

 

 
 

  Another Fun and Productive Work Day  
 

On May 18th a dozen or so SFUU'ers showed up for camaraderie, fun and getting 
great results as they participated in the twice a year cleanup and work day to spruce up 
the church! Here is the group in action. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Second SFUU Camping 
Trip is ON! 

Aug 9-11 at Malakoff  Diggins (near Nevada City) 
                    

 
Now that summer is here, it's time to go 
camping!! SFUU camping trips feature 
group meals, songs around the fire, and lots 
of time for socializing – for kids and 
grownups. This lovely area to camp is not 
far from Nevada City and is a spectacular 
landscape, created by Placer mining practic-
es during the Gold Rush of California.  We 
hope you can join us. 

 
To pay for your trip, write a check to SFUU for $40 and put in the collection plate 
on Sunday or mail to SFUU Treasurer. 
 
Malakoff Diggins sign up form:  https://forms.gle/3dz16VvLH8zSgLi69 
Please contact Amy Evans for more information –amyevans3951@outlook.com  
Cost per family - $40 
 August 9-11 (2 nights) 
For more info:http://malakoffdigginsstatepark.org/ 

https://mysfuu.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=661fa2cb1414d5128882b61d5&id=332970d5e8&e=cddb4ba783
mailto:amyevans3951@outlook.com
https://mysfuu.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=661fa2cb1414d5128882b61d5&id=4d0502925d&e=cddb4ba783
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Congregational Life 

From the Board of  Trustees 
 

Hello SFUU, I hope you are having as cool and restful a summer as possible.  As we bank 
into July wishing Rev. Mike and Glen a bon voyage in their new church and start to turn 
our attention towards AJ’s arrival in August, it is important to remind ourselves about the 
value of self-care.  In our rush to have a restful summer we may find ourselves drained 
from all of the life that’s happening.  As a teacher I find this to be true because I am get-
ting around to all of the things I put off during the school year to finally get them done.  
My students would say “Mr. Duncan, You do too much!” and by that they mean that 
there was always something to do in class and I used every moment of their attention to 

experience learning.  Hopefully! What this has to do with self-care is  when we are tired or exhausted from all that 
life is offering us it is important to relax and reflect on the quality of our interactions with one another.  If we did-
n’t pack our calendar quite so full would taking an extra moment to be present enhance our connection to one 
another?  Would we be able to build beloved community more easily? Could we take the time to practice our non-
violent communication skills? Could we listen to gain just a bit more insight into the current challenge?  
So when AJ and Ada arrive try to appropriately portion your time with them as you are willing and able.  We are 
all trying to move SFUU forward together.  If there is an opportunity you see to support the community, please 
don’t hesitate to let someone know.  Also if any of us finds ourselves in need of support we should not hesitate to 
ask.  That’s why we are here.  As a community we have many strengths to offer.  We also have needs.  In consid-
ering our joys and sorrows or concerns daily we can decrease the toll with a light dusting of reflection, connection 
and gratitude.    

 
Blessed be! 

 

~ Ian Duncan, Board President 

From the Worship Committee 

Greetings from your Worship Committee! We are all very excited to welcome AJ in August and we have a  
Worship Retreat planned to discuss infusing future services with passion and creativity! 
 
To that end, I encourage any members who have ideas for specific services or general themes that are of interest 
to please let us know! We welcome your input. 
 
And! We welcome your participation! If you would like to contribute to a service in any way, please let us know. It 
is a great way to know and be known by our beloved community. Lots of support for newcomers, and it's fun! 
 
Please feel welcome to join us for our Worship Committee meetings at 7pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month.            
 Happy Summer! 

~ Meg Dorsey, Worship Committee Chair 



 

 

Faith in Action 
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UUA General Assembly  
Spokane, WA , June 19-23 

 

Maureen Bauman and Joan Lacktis attended General Assembly  this year. Besides participat-
ing in inspiring worship services and thought-provoking workshops, they also served as dele-

gates for SFUU at the Business Meetings. It can be challenging to 
participate in a democratic process with 100’s of people in the 
room but UUA’s moderators worked hard to make sure every 
voice was heard whether on a point of procedure or an argument 
related to the issue at hand. One of the main action items at the business meeting was 
to approve 3 Actions of Immediate Witness (AIW’s). These are areas that the assem-
bled delegates felt deserved immediate attention from UU congregations world-wide. 
To learn more about the AIW’s or to watch video of services or speakers from this 
year’s GA, go to uua.org/ga 

“Lisa Joseph Boch Memorial Scholarship” 

Lisa Joseph Boch, who died on May 23rd, was a longstanding and beloved member of the Social Justice Com-
mittee of SFUU, an organizer for Placer People of Faith Together, and an activist supporting LGBQT students 
in need at Sierra College.  
 

SHE WAS AMAZING AT CREATING EVENTS, AND THERE WAS ALWAYS MUSIC.   
One really moving event she organized was "Auburn Stands with Standing Rock." This was after she and Deb 
Barbarick took a road trip to Standing Rock in the winter of 2016 to deliver donated supplies to the water pro-
tectors. After they returned, she gathered many folks from the native community and some of our local clergy, 
to listen to native flute, sing, burn sage, and honor the Standing Rock water protectors, creating a beautiful wit-
ness in solidarity.  
 

LISA MADE A DIFFERENCE WHEREVER SHE WAS. The intersection of so many levels of oppression 
and injustice were literally personified by Lisa--she identified as native Iroquois, she was a part of the LGBTQ 
community, and active in the veteran and recovery community, where she went above and beyond supporting 
her mentees in veterans court, visiting in jail, advocating for them, and letting them know she was there and 
truly cared.  
She was always focused on getting to YES!, actually she was usually already there, and helped those of us with 
her to get to YES! too. 

In the midst of tragedy, good things do happen. A scholarship fund has been established in honor of Lisa in 
order to support students at Sierra College who need assistance participating in the newly established Social 
Justice Studies AA degree. 

If you would like to honor Lisa's life and work by donating to this scholarship fund, please make your check 
out to: 

 “Lisa Joseph Boch Memorial Scholarship” 
Send check to: Sierra College Foundation, 5100 Sierra College Blvd, Rocklin, CA 95677 

 

http://www.uua.org/ga
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What’s Happening at SFUU 

Upcoming Worship  
 

Services at 10am  
July 7 General Assembly 2019 Sunday Service   led by Joan Lacktis 
 
July 14                TBD 
 
July 21  Dreams and Visions        led by Amy Evans and Joan Lacktis 
 
July 28 Simplicity           led by Katy and Kyle Chandler-  
                  Isacksen           

Religious Education 

 

Crafties  Friday, July 5 and 19 9:00 AM 
 
Crafties meets in the Social Hall every 1st and 3rd Friday’s from 9:00 am until Noon. Come and work on your 
own project or several craft items to be contributed to local shelters and more. Contact Chris Simons at 
 cascreates@gmail.com  916-690-1345  
 
Meditation Group Mondays,  11:15 AM 
All are welcome. Come join us. Open to anyone with an interest in the practice of meditation regardless of back-
ground or experience. Contact Jim Robison, jimrobison66@gmail.com 
  
Men's Group  Wednesday, July 10 and 24, 6:00 PM 
Men’s Group Meeting happens the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month. All members, friends, and visitors who 
identify as male are welcome to attend. Contact Jim Robison, jimrobison66@gmail.com 
 

Brewed Awakenings!  Tuesday, July 2, 10:00 AM 
Brewed Awakenings is beginning again. We will be meeting on the first Tuesday of the month starting February 5 
from 10:00-11:30 at the Flour Garden in Auburn Join is for conversation and community. All are welcome. We 
will meet at the Flour Garden Bakery in Auburn (340 Elm Ave). 
 
Radical Simplicity Forum - Main Sanctuary   Sunday, July 28, 2019    11:15 AM-12:15 PM 
 

Please join us after the service for a Q & A about Radical Simplicity with Guest Speakers Katy and Kyle Chandler

-Isacksen 

Congregational Events 

 

SFUU Camping Trip:   Aug 9-11 at Malakoff Diggins (near Nevada City) 

 
   For Members 

Summer can be a  great time to invite a friend to SFUU!  Why not bring someone you think might find meaning 
with us. 

mailto:cascreates@gmail.com
mailto:jimrobison66@gmail.com
mailto:jimrobison66@gmail.com
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Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism 
 

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 
 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 
 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 
 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 
 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in socie-

ty at large; 
 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 

The mission of the Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalists  

Is to build beloved community that respects diversities as we nourish the spirit,              
care for the Earth, and inspire faithful acts of peace and justice. 


