
 

 

  

 
Sense of  Belonging 

 
I usually feel at home wherever I go. Settling into a 

new area or joining a new social group, I often feel like I     
belong very quickly. I often attribute this to having moved 
around a lot as the kid of a military family. But of course,  
privilege plays a large role here, too. As a white male, my 
right to belong anywhere is almost never challenged, whereas 
those of marginalized identities are regularly reminded that 
they are “other.” Even in intentionally welcoming communi-
ties like a UU congregation, we can unintentionally tell    
people they don’t belong through unconsciously learned  
patterns of speech and culture. It is never enough to simply say that all those coming in good 
faith belong here – we must take care to make that a reality. 

If you have found belonging in this congregation, I hope that this draws out a        
response from you. I hope that the sense of belonging inspires you to bring that feeling to all 
who cross our doorway. When we recognize where we belong, when we realize whose we 
are, how then are we called to respond? How do we expand and support the growing circles 
of our shared community? 
            Luckily, October is jam-packed with community events, each one an opportunity for 
connection and expanding the sense of belonging. Jared Finkelstein is coming on the first 
weekend for a training in Nonviolent Communication, which helps us connect and com-
municate in healthier ways, so we don’t unintentionally signal to others: “you don’t belong.” 
On the second weekend, UU Musician Jim Scott is visiting us for an all ages concert, where 
we can joyfully build intergenerational community. Finally, on October 19, we’ll have our  
Octoberfest Fundraiser! 

The Fundraiser is an especially apt event for our month of Belonging, as it is an      
opportunity for community and fellowship, and for raising money, because one of the       
responses to the sense of belonging is stewardship. To belong to something is to take care of 
it. Our fundraiser is a way to support the congregation while also having a blast with         
everybody. 

Whether the sense of belonging comes easily to you, or if it’s a rare treasure you find 
only in a few places, or only with a few people, may this congregation be one of those places, 
and may you find joyful ways to participate and dig deeper into belonging this month. 

  

   ~In faith, 

     AJ 
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SFUU is part of the Pacific Western Region of 
the UUA—www.uua.org/pacific-western—  
and the Pacific Central District (PCD) of the 
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Learn More about Unitarian Universalism 

Our Office Administrator is in the office on Tue, Wed, & Thurs from 10am-3pm. 
  
If you wish to meet with AJ, please contact him for an appointment. His day off is 
usually Monday. 

Board of  Trustees 

 

President 

Ian Duncan 

president@mysfuu.org 

 

Vice-President 

Maureen Bauman 

 

 

Secretary 

Laura Koerner 

 

 

Financial Officer      

Marsha von Dessonneck 

 

 

 

Trustees-at-Large 

  Rick Marshall  

Suzanne Borth 

Geoff Smith 

 

 

Treasurer (appointed) 

Gary Koerner 

Church Office 

190 Finley St., Auburn, CA 95603     530-823-0953      www.mysfuu.org 

Church Staff   

Office Administrator 

Vicky Jungers 

sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org 

 

Dir. of Religious Ed 

Adrean Dills 

dre@mysfuu.org 

 

minister 

AJ van Tine 

minister@mysfuu.org    

   

Music Director 

Patricia Leftridge 

pleftridge@yahoo.com 
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Submissions for our publications are as follows: 

 

Weekly eBeacons & Order-of-Service Announcements  

Due Wednesday by 5pm  

 

This information is usually generated through Calendar Requests made 

through the website.  Please submit any additional information or clarifications 

to our Office Administrator at sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org 

 

To submit a calendar request, please visit www.mysfuu.org, sign in on the    

“Members” tab, and follow the instructions for calendar requests.  Contact our 

administrator or Amy Evans if you have forgotten the member’ password. 
 

     Newsletter Items 

Due by 5pm on the 20th of each month 

  www.uua.org 
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REflecting and Learning: Children and Youth 
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Adult RE 
 

We are planning new activities while continuing with many ongoing activities:  
• On October 5 from 10:00am-2:00pm we are having a workshop with Jared Finkelstein on Non Violent 

Communication entitled Courageous Honesty.  Please see the flyer on page 5. 
• The Simplicity Circles are doing well, with our continuing groups.  We are almost finished, with only 2 

units to complete. Our 5th group will begin mid October as everyone will be finished with vacations.  If 
you are interested in joining a group, please notify Jan at herbaljan@gmail.com for information. 

     

Future ideas for Adult RE include having another forum on “In Later Years” and a separate forum, possibly 
starting in January, on “Caregiving”.  If you have any ideas on what you would like to see from Adult RE 
please let Jan or anyone on the Committee know. 
 
OUR ONGOING GROUPS 
  
Crafties:   Friday, October 4 & 18, 9:00am. Contact Chris Simons at cascreates@gmail.com or 916-690-1345  
 
Meditation Group: Mondays, 11:15am. Contact Jim Robison, jimrobison66@gmail.com 
  
Men's Group:  Wednesday, October 9 & 23, 6:00pm. Contact Jim Robison, jimrobison66@gmail.com 
 

Brewed Awakenings!  Tuesday, October 1, 10:00am, at the Flour Garden Bakery in Auburn (340 Elm Ave). 
 
The(*)logies on Tap: Wednesday, October 9, 7pm, Little Belgium Deli, Auburn. Topic: Belonging 

The Blessings of Animals 

In the Roman Catholic tradition, October 4 is the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. St. Francis (1182-1226) was a 

monk who founded the contemporary order of Franciscans. He was known for his vow of poverty and his special 

connection to animals, among many other things. On October 6, we will have a worship service that includes a 

ritual we can take home to bless the animals in our lives. Here are some of our SFUU youth with their animal 

companions. 

Ardyn has a pet cat named Chitty 

Kitty Bang Bang. He loves to meow 

at night. His fur is orange. Although 

it’s challenging for Ardyn to take care 

of her cat because he bites, she says “I 

love to snuggle with my cat.” 

Hunter has 2 pet hermit crabs. 
Savage is so-named because he 
is savage and Scrappy is insanely 
cute. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Milo likes that his rat, Mystery, is easy to 
train but can’t go up and down stairs and 
doesn’t bite. 
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Committee Chairs 

Adult R.E.                

Jan Lowry 

 

Building & Grounds   

Bob Niblack 

 

Children/Youth RE 

Randy Nemeth 

 

Communications 

Joan Lacktis 

 

Finance 

Marsha von Dessonneck 

  

Membership  

Mary Piette 

 

Social Justice 

Allen Edwards 

 George Lowry 

 

Worship 

Meg Dorsey 

 

Teams & Task Forces 

Stewardship 

Gary Koerner 

Get Involved 

 OCTOBER 19, 2019 

Oktoberfest Fall FUNdraiser 

How it works: 
1) Remove any $ envelope from the Board 

2) Take thank you gifts out of envelope  
(raffle tickets and fun stuff for use night of Auction) 

3)  Place corresponding $ envelope amount in Orange Basket 
(checks, cash, or IOU forms available. IOU's will be charged to you the 
night of the Auction) 
4) Take your raffle tickets to the Auction 
 _______________________________________ 
 
Other Ways to Contribute! 
 
We need: 
 Hosted events! Dinners, hikes, game nights etc. These events are 

fun and bond us together as a community.  
 Raffle Baskets! We would like each committee to offer a raffle bas-

ket and individuals and families are invited to create one also! 
 Desserts to auction! If you like to bake, or buy we'll take it! Cakes, 

pies, batches of cookies, cupcakes, fudge...you choose! 
 Help with ticket sales and sign up table on Sunday mornings during 

social hour; set up & clean up; check in & check out!  
 
There is a special place for you, just tell us what that is! 
 

Tickets are on sale in the Social Hall. 
 

 Let's Celebrate and FUNdraise Together. 
                  

Contact Stevie Rea stevierea@wavecable.com or                        
Vicky Jungers vicky@souktopia.com for more info 

If every $ amount is 
removed and filled, 

SFUU will make 

$5,050.00 

—————————— 
 

The $ Board is the most 
important element  

of our fall fundraiser! 
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Congregational Life 
From the Board of  Trustees 

 

    The Fall Season, a gathering together time for many communities, is upon us.  We gathered for our water ser-
vice—our return from summer—enjoying a new process where our words were read from the pulpit while we 
mixed our waters together.  We gather after our Sunday services to see old friends, meet new members, and say 
hello to those interested in what we have to offer. It is always great to remember to check in with someone 
(member or not) whom you don’t know well.  This helps to widen our individual and our community circle. 

    We have a Fall Gathering scheduled October 19 to enjoy each other and help the financial well-being of our 
community.  Our Auction is important to both build our community through fun and conversation as well as help 
us to raise enough funds to balance the budget.  Please give generously to both important parts of this event.   

    Lastly the BoT agreed to support the development of a new T-shirt for SFUU (thanks to Vicky Jungers and 
Marsha von Dessonneck). These will be available to show our solidarity at upcoming events such as the Auburn 
Parade of Lights and upcoming global climate strikes.  The project is designed to make this available at our cost so 
that we can celebrate the latest of our creative SFUU designs and encourage all of us to be known when we are in 
the community together.  You can order yours at https://www.bonfire.com/sfuu-t-shirts-1/  

    You and this community are important to me.  It is one reason why I am a member and have been a member 
for a long time.  Thank you for what you do to help us to learn, connect, evolve and grow—it is all part of being 
in beloved community together. 

           ~ Maureen Bauman,  Vice President 
—————————————————————-    

 

https://www.bonfire.com/sfuu-t-shirts-1/


 

 

Faith in Action 
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Living in a Time of  Climate Chaos 
 

The SFUU Social Justice Committee will host a seminar/
discussion on the ethical, personal economic, and lifestyle 
implications of the world's growing climate crisis. This 
event will be led by Allen Edwards, who has over 30 
years of professional and personal experience studying 
the climate change issue. A series of background papers 
will be posted at mysfuu.org/climate. The first session 
will be held on Saturday, October 26, from 2:00-4:00 pm, 
with follow-up discussions to be scheduled if there is suf-
ficient interest. For more information, contact Allen at  
edtreefarm@gmail.com, or call at 530-906-1532. 
 

Remember the CROPWalk?   We're joining it again! 
 
 
 
 
 
    It used to be an SFUU fall tradition to join with other faith communities for the Auburn CROP Hunger Walk in 
mid-October.  On a given Sunday after lunch, families and individual SFUUs of all ages would don their SFUU T-
shirts and walk down the street to St. Luke's to begin this easy walk for a good cause.  Then the Auburn walk end-
ed, and we thought the CROP Walk was gone. But it's not gone... it's just in Roseville now.  This year, the walk 
will take place at Maidu Regional Park on Sunday, October 20.  The event begins at 1:30 and the walk starts at 
2:00pm.   
    CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service (CWS) and organized by 
local congregations or groups to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world.  CROP Hunger Walks 
have been taking place nationwide since 1969.    
    CROP Hunger Walks help to support the overall work of CWS, particularly grassroots development efforts 
around the world.   CROP Hunger Walks help to provide food and water, as well as resources that empower peo-
ple to meet their own needs. In addition, 25% of the funds raised in the Roseville walk will be designated 
for local hunger-fighting programs right here in our own community.  And… there is even a box to check on your 
donation form if you would like the funds you raise to go to UUSC (the national UU Social Justice organization) 
instead of CWS. 
    Laura Koerner is the event organizer.  There will be an information booth where you can donate or pick up ma-
terials in the SFUU common area beginning in late September.  You can also visit the SFUU CROP Walk website 
to get more information or set-up an account for online donations at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
rosevilleca/SFUU 
    This event is always a joy for everyone involved, including families with children.  Come join us! 

http://www.mysfuu.org/climate
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Upcoming Worship  
 

Services at 9am and 11am  

Worship Theme: Belonging 
              Sacred Word: Mysticism 

 
Oct  6   The Blessings of  Animals,  led by AJ van Tine (please don’t bring animals!)
  
Oct 13   Belongings,   led by Joan Lacktis and Amy Evans  
    
Oct 20  Belonging and Membership ,  led by AJ van Tine  
       
Oct 27  Samhain, Halloween and Diwali,  led by Pam Downs 
 

                 *****************     

Religious Education 

 

 
SFUU Youth Night:  Friday, October 11, 6:30pm 
 
Crafties:   Friday, October 4 & 18, 9:00am. Contact Chris Simons at cascreates@gmail.com or 916-690-1345  
 
Meditation Group: Mondays, 11:15am. Contact Jim Robison, jimrobison66@gmail.com 
  
Men's Group:   Wednesday, October 9 & 23, 6:00pm. Contact Jim Robison, jimrobison66@gmail.com 
 
Brewed Awakenings! Tuesday, October 1, 10:00am, at the Flour Garden Bakery in Auburn (340 Elm Ave). 
 

The(*)logies on Tap: Wednesday, October 9, 7:00pm, Little Belgium Deli, Auburn ; Topic: Belonging 
 

**************** 

Congregational activities 

   
Nonviolent Communication Workshop: Saturday, October 5, 10am-2pm, SFUU (see p.5) 
 
Jim Scott Concert:  Saturday, October 12,  6:30pm, SFUU (see back page) 
 
Auction and Fundraiser:  Saturday, October 19, 5-9pm, SFUU (see p.4) 
 
CROPWalk: Sunday, October 20, 1:30pm, Maidu Regional Park, Roseville (see p.6) 
       

***************** 

 

Path to membership 
 

SFUU 101:  Sunday, October 20, 12:15pm.  For those interested in learning more about us, SFUU 101 will be 
held after second service in the front of the sanctuary. Our minister, AJ Van Tine, and a representative from the 
Membership Committee will lead a discussion and answer questions about Unitarian Universalism and, more   
specifically, Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalists.  

New Member Signing: Sunday, November 3, between services. Minister AJ Van Tine will meet with those 
ready to “sign the book” and officially become members of SFUU. 

mailto:cascreates@gmail.com
mailto:jimrobison66@gmail.com
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A bi-monthly publication of the Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalists 

Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism 
 

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 
 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 
 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 
 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 
 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in     

society at large; 
 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 

The mission of the Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalists  

is to build beloved community that respects diversities as we nourish the spirit,              
care for the Earth, and inspire faithful acts of peace and justice. 


