
 

 

 

Why, and How, Are We a Community? 
 

Dear friends, 
   A continuous thread that weaves throughout the tapestry of UUism, 
through the centuries and at our many locations, is that we are a cove-
nantal community.  In our covenant (whether it be explicit or implicit), 
we declare that we face this world with a deep sense of love and justice 
and commit to speaking out and fighting injustice everywhere.  We de-
clare that we will journey with each other in our spiritual quests for 
truth, whatever that truth may turn out to be.  We declare that we care 
for each other in times of need, so that none of us faces the trials and 
tribulations of life alone.  We declare that we will answer misinfor-
mation and propaganda with solid facts.  And, in the midst of all of this 
work, we declare that we will try to have fun together, as well.  We have 
a message that resonates with many, and we are called upon to declare 
this widely and loudly. 
   At a local level, such as our congregation, it is normal to periodically 
review our covenant, our mission and vision (again, this ‘covenant’ may 
or may not be explicitly written, but it runs through the fabric of the 
congregation, nonetheless.)  During a time of transition is a particularly 
good time to do this work.  As we do so, I suggest we consider a few 
questions: 

• What do we do well, as a congregation? 
• Who do we serve, and why?   
• What have we accomplished, since the founding of the con-

gregation? 
• What should we try to accomplish in the future? 
• Are there people (organizations, other churches, individuals) 

that we can partner with to get our message out into the 
world? 

• What are our challenges?  What trips us up or causes us dif-
ficulty? 

• Do we have ‘small church’ systems that serve to keep us 
small, and is that the best way to get our message out? 

   As we explore these questions, and more, I look forward to hearing 
from many of you.  This is a process, and I cannot pretend to know all 
the answers, but I do hope we can figure them out together. 
 

May it ever be so and blessed be you all!  

Rev. Mike 

Reverend Mike’s Wayside Pulpit 
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Monthly Themes 

October 
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life in a crazy 

world 

November 

Many generations 

make a community 



 

 

SFUU is part of the Pacific Western Region of 
the UUA—www.uua.org/pacific-western—  
and the Pacific Central District of the UUA— 
www.pcd-uua.org 

To Learn More about Unitarian Universalism 

Our Office Administrator is in the office on most Thursdays from 11am-2pm. 
 

If you wish to meet with Rev. Mike, please contact him for an appointment. His 
day off is usually Monday. 

Board of  Trustees 

 

President 

Jenny Ferris 

president@mysfuu.org 

 

Vice-President 

Ian Duncan 

 

Secretary 

Andy Cramer 

 

Financial Officer      

Maureen Bauman 

 

Trustees-at-Large 

  Jason Laderman-Jones         

Marsha von Dessonneck 

Sally Knost  

 

Treasurer (appointed) 

Linda Snyder 

Church Office 

190 Finley St. Auburn, CA 95603     530-823-0953      www.mysfuu.org 

Church Staff   

Office Administrator 

Ronda Pate 

sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org 

 

Dir. of Religious Ed 

Adrean Dills 

dre@mysfuu.org 

 

Interim minister 

Rev. Mike Walker      

revmike@mysfuu.org   

   

Music Director 

Patricia Leftridge 

pleftridge@yahoo.com 
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Submissions for our publications are as follows: 

Weekly e-Beacons & Order-of-Service Announcements – Due Tuesdays by 

5pm.  

 

This information is usually generated through Calendar Requests made through 

the website.  Please submit any additional information or clarifications to our Of-

fice Administrator Ronda Pate at sfuuadmin@mysfuu.org 

 

To submit a calendar request, please visit www.mysfuu.org, sign in on the    

“Members” tab, and follow the instructions for calendar requests.  Contact our 

administrator, Ronda, or Amy Evans if you have forgotten the member password. 
 

Bi-monthly Newsletter – Due by 5pm on the 10th of July, Sept, Nov, Jan, Mar, 

& May to Joan Lacktis, joansac61@gmail.com 

  www.uua.org 
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REflecting and Learning: Children and Youth 

Adult Religious Education and Programs 

   The(* )logies on Tap is a program of the Adult Religious Education Committee designed to bring together an 
interesting mix of people to honestly and respectfully talk about spirituality and other things that matter while 
enjoying a beverage. Currently co-hosted by Andy Cramer and Bill Boyce, meetings are held every 3rd Wednes-
day at 7pm in Auburn or the Roseville/Rocklin area and are open to the congregation and the larger community 
through Meetup. “After each meeting,” said Andy, “I am left with a deep sense of appreciation for the stories 
that we all carry.” ~ Jan Lowry 
   Locations and Themes for upcoming meetings: 

• October  18: Truth – Little Belgium Deli, Auburn 
• November 15: Laughter and Playfulness – Rocklin location TBD 
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   Adult RE will sponsor a movie on Oct. 17 at 6:30 entitled "Matt Shepard is a Friend of Mine" It is an award-
winning documentary directed by a personal friend of Matt Shepard and featuring many interviews of his parents 
and friends.   

   One benefit of modern America is that we have SO MANY OPTIONS when 
it comes to how we live our lives.  Discrimination and social shaming do still 
happen, of course, but there is also widespread dialog and support for people to 
live their truth and choose their values.  Employers, businesses, and schools are 
required for the most part to focus on their tasks rather than our lifestyles.  We 
can buy what we want online and socialize through many media options with 
people we choose, even if we live near people who do not generally agree with 
us.  However, along with a reduction in social pressures, we might or might not 
take the time to figure out what our principles actually are.  What is worth living 
for?  How do you 'fight' for justice?  Are our principles the 7 UU ones or are they different? Our congregational 
theme of Living a Principled Life in a Crazy World provides us with a great platform to explore these ques-
tions.  In fact, this is a great time to play.  Start a game, an inter-generational one if possible, and pretend you're 
throwing down the gauntlet.  Ham it up.  What offense do you take and how do you address it? What principles in 
your life are non-negotiable?  What values do you choose?  Even starting with play, stating these principles helps 
us share our values and live them out in real life. Think about how things have changed.  Try these on for size: 

•  Describing Bodies and Their Functions 
•  Proper Relationships 
•  Gainful Employment / Working Women 
•  Poverty/Class 
•  Thrift / Charity 
•  Attire / Makeup and Body Art 
•  Social Welfare / Public Health 
•  Land Ownership / Environment 

 
~ Adrean Louise Dills, M.Div. 

   Brewed Awakenings is a similar program that meets for coffee and conversation at the Flour Garden in Au-
burn on the first Tuesday of each month from 10-11:30am. 
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Committee Chairs 

Adult R.E.                

Jan Lowry 

 

Building & Grounds   

Bob Niblack 

 

Children/Youth RE 

Tricia Caspers 

 

Communications 

Laurie Soper 

 

Finance 

Maureen Bauman 

 

Membership  

(vacant) 

 

Social Justice 

Shannon Dooley-Miller  

 

Worship 

Amy Evans 

 

Teams & Task Forces 

Bylaws 

Stevie Rea 

 

Stewardship 

Gary Koerner 

Shared Ministry—Many Generations Build Community: 

Family Fun for All 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  NOVEMBER 4, 2017  
Join goblins, ghosts, and ghouls  

at SFUU for an evening of celebration of the season! 
Storytelling, poetry and music … yes, YOU will be the stars!  A chance to get to 

know the folks you sit next to at church on Sunday morning. 
And yes, there will be food!!! 

Check in at the information desk in the socialhall  
to sign up for your performance slot. Stuck for how you can participate?   

No worries, check in and we’ll inspire you!! 
This will be a FUNdraising event that will be fun for everyone!  

  

Fall FUN and FUNdraising 

 

Craft Fair 
 
   The Annual Craft Fair will be held on Sunday, 
Nov. 19, between and after services. Crafties and 
others will offer a variety of crafts, with most of 
the proceeds going to SFUU. If you are interest-
ed in having a space at the Craft Fair, please talk 
to Sue Fegley or Val Bowman.  
   You will be able to find unique handcrafted 
gifts that have been made with love and support 
our Beloved Community at the same time.  

Festival of  Lights Parade 
 
   The Membership Committee will host the annual entry in the Auburn Festival of 
Lights Parade on Saturday, December 2.   The parade starts at 5:30pm in down-
town Auburn and ends at the Fairgrounds.  This is the largest and best parade in 
Auburn.  This year, we are hoping the participants from SFUU will be able to wear 
clothing that has the SFUU name/logo on it so that everyone watching will know 
who we are.   
   We will needs folks to help set up the entry before the parade as well as folks to 
walk in the parade.   Visitors, friends and members of SFUU are welcome to par-
ticipate.   
   Details will follow as we get closer to the date. Contact Marsha von Dessonneck 
at mvondess@hotmail.com for more information.  

mailto:mvondess@hotmail.com


 

 

President’s Message  

Talk to Me, Baby! 

   One of the challenges of having Reverend Lynn and Reverend Wendy 
gone is trying to figure out what their role was in communicating to differ-
ent groups, admin, and the congregation.  In their absence, I am recogniz-
ing that they served as sort of a catch-all, double-checking that everyone 
knew what was going on.  Moving forward, this model may work, or we 
may need to implement other systems that aren’t so reliant on that level of 
oversight from one person.   
   In order to best analyze this, it makes sense to keep as many people in 
the loop as possible (eg., Reverend Mike/the board/Ronda). That way, we 

can figure out the flow of information and who needs to know what when.  Remember, this interim min-
istry is an opportunity to figure out what is working and what is not—-let’s use this time to come out 
stronger and more organized than ever before! 

~Jenny Ferris, Board President 
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Volunteer Spotlight: Counters 

   Marsha von Dessonneck does her work as a counter behind the 
scenes—literally!  The counters work in the Founders’ Room behind the 
sanctuary after church each Sunday to collect, sort, and record the offer-
ings. Marsha schedules the counters, each of whom counts about once a 
month, and she also takes a turn or two herself each month. When asked 
why she joined the counting group, she said someone asked her. When 
she was a kid, her family had a restaurant and she helped with the ac-
counts, and she thought it was fun, so being a counter appealed to her. 
Her favorite part of counting is working with other people to do some-
thing that is essential for SFUU to function.  

   The skills needed to be a counter are attention to detail and the ability to alphabetize and use an adding 
machine.  Let Marsha know by catching up with her in church or emailing mvondess@hotmail.com if you 
are interested.  

Committee Highlight: Finance Committee 

   The Finance committee is responsible for financial accounting and reporting, preparation of the annual 
budget and monitoring actual performance against the budget, financial planning, asset management, finan-
cial risk management and casualty insurance, coordination with the Stewardship Committee in conduction 
the annual Stewardship Drive, collection of income and payment of expenses, and making policy recommen-
dations to the Board with respect to financial matters.  The committee also provides a sounding board and 
forums for thoughtful discussion of financial processes and issues in order to assist in maintaining a sustaina-
ble and balanced budget to support the many valuable programs offered at SFUU that build beloved com-
munity. 
   Members include the Board’s Financial Officer, the Treasurer, and other members of the congregation.  It 
is helpful to have some members who have experience with various aspects of congregational life in order to 
provide helpful perspectives for decision-making.  Financial expertise or experience is NOT a requirement 
for membership on the committee. 
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Faith in Action 
SFUU's Long-term Love Affair with Equal Exchange  
 

   What if one way of living half of our UU principles were 

as easy as eating smooth, dark chocolate or drinking deli-

ciously rich coffee? Well, it really can be, if those yummy 

treats are sustainably grown, fairly traded, and purchased 

from a company such as Equal Exchange. 

   Equal Exchange (EE) is based in Massachusetts and is a 

democratic worker cooperative, an alternative for-profit 

structure based upon standard democratic principles. It is 

not designed to maximize profits no returns to investors, 

but to support principles including one person/one vote 

equality, free speech, and the equitable distribution of in-

come. It also supports thousands of small-scale farmers and their families across the world by following fair 

trade business practices that advance many economic, social, and environmental goals. These include raising 

and stabilizing the incomes of small-scale farmers, promoting labor rights and the right of workers to organ-

ize, and promoting safe and sustainable farming methods and working conditions. 

   Choosing which companies (and thus which business models) to support through our spending power can 

be one of the easiest and most effective ways to shape the kind of world we want to inhabit by advancing 

the values we hold as vitally important. It is unrealistic to expect that we can check into every business be-

fore making every purchase. For the past 15 years (or so), however, SFUU has made some fair trade shop-

ping quite easy for churchgoers by keeping a few of EE's products consistently available for purchase. Since 

SFUU can buy the products at wholesale prices, great deals are then passed along to congregants. 

   If you would like more information about EE, Fair Trade in general, or even scrumptious recipes using 

EE products (check out the Lemon Ginger Chocolate Chunk Muffins and Coffee Coffee Cake!), go 

to www.equalexchange.coop. And when looking for a tasty gift for a friend or a treat for yourself, make a 

visit to the back table in the Social Hall! 

   Together, our small actions can make a big impact on creating the kind of world we want for ourselves 

and for others right now, as well as for generations to come. 
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Member Stories 

 
Our website has a Member Stories page where you can learn about people in 
our SFUU community such as David and Kia Hatch, who recently moved to 
the area and joined SFUU. Go to www.mysfuu.org/member-stories to find 
out more about their spiritual, physical, and artistic journeys. 

http://www.equalexchange.coop/
http://www.mysfuu.org/member-stories


 

 

Religious Education (RE) 

 

Children/Youth RE  
   This year the children and youth 
RE classes are focusing on World 
Religions.  Contact: Adrean Dills, 
DRE, dre@mysfuu.org 
 

Halloween Party Oct 27, 6:30-
8:30pm. Contact: Bonnie Dahl,  
bjdahl2@gmail.com  
 

Adult RE 
 

Movie Night:   Oct. 17 at 
6:30pm,  "Matt Shepard is a Friend 
of Mine”, SFUU Sanctuary 
 

Men's Group meets 2nd & 4th 
Wed of each month, 6pm-7:30pm, 
SFUU Social Hall. –Jim Robison, 
jimrobison66@gmail.com    
 

Compassionate (Nonviolent) 
Communication Circle:  
2nd Thurs of the month, 6:30-8pm, 
SFUU social hall.  
Contact: Val Bowman,   
valeriebowman2@gmail.com  
 

Crafties: 2nd and 4th Fri of the 
month in the social hall, 9-11am. 
Contact: Val Bowman. 
  
Deepening Conversations 

 

The(*)logies on Tap, 7-9pm     
· October  18: Truth—Little Bel-
gium Deli, Auburn 
· November 15: Laughter & Playful-
ness—Rocklin location TBD 
Hosts: Bill Boyce & Andy Cramer 
Andrew_cramer@sbcglobal.net    
 

Brewed Awakenings, 10-11:30am 
Flour Garden, Auburn 
· October 3: Trust 
· November 7: Truth 
                                          

   Path to Membership 

 

Oct 1:  New Member Signing Op-
portunity, 10:10am 
 
October 14: Satuday Supper, 
5:30pm. RSVP to Rob Bietz,  
mybuddyrobincool@gmail.com  
 
October 22:  New Member Recog-
nition during the 9 & 11 services 

 

Congregational Events 

 

Building & Grounds Clean-Up 
& Fix-Up Day 
Saturday, October 28, 8am-12 
noon. Contact: Bob Niblack,  
bobmail@wavecable.com 
 
Auction/FUNd raising 
Saturday, November 4, 5-9pm at 
SFUU (see page 4) 
 
RE Spring Retreat 
February 23-25  Save the date!  
 

*** 
Check the e-Beacon, announce-

ments, and website for the most up 
to date info. 

 
Visit our website calendar at 
www.mysfuu@mysfuu.org 

to find out when when committees 
meet.   
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Upcoming Worship  

   

Worship Themes 
October: Living a Principled Life in a 
Crazy World 
November: Many Generations Make a 
Community 
   Worship Services are on Sundays  
 at 9 and 11am  
 
Oct 1 Wandering in the Wilderness 
Rev. Michael Walker 
 
Oct 8  Indigenous Peoples’ Day: 
Re-discovering Discovery  
Joan Lacktis  
 
Oct 15 Hinduism and Diwali I 
n the U.S.   
Sirisha Pulipati 
 
Oct 22 Living into the Promise 
Rev. Michael Walker 
New Member Recognition at both services 
 
Oct 29  All Saints, All Souls, and 
All of Our Ancestors 
Rev. Michael Walker 
 

*** 
 

Nov 5 (To be determined)  
 

Nov 12   Gratitude for Vets: We Are 
Speakers for the Dead  
Rev. Michael Walker 
 

Nov 19   Arriving with a Grateful  
Spirit  
Rev. Michael Walker 
 

Nov 26  I Lift My Lamp Beside 
the Golden Door  
Rev. Michael Walker 
 

*** 
 

See the website for worship  
service descriptions. 

Change is not a 
threat to your life, 
but an invitation to 
live. 

Adrienne Rich 
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Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism 
 

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 
 The inherent worth and dignity of every person 
 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 
 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 
 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in socie-

ty at large; 
 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 

The mission of the Sierra Foothills Unitarian Universalists is 

to build beloved community that respects diversities as we nourish the spirit,              
care for the Earth, and inspire faithful acts of peace and justice. 


