
Session 1: Bridging the Divide (March 22, 6:30 pm) 
Please read selections within the following pages that speak to you. 

Section 1: The Problem and the Solution p.5-36 
Chapter 1: Democrats and Dismissives p.5-12 

How Did Climate Change Become So Polarized p.5 
Why Two Climate Tribes are not Enough p.7 
Introducing the Dismissive p.8 
How to Break the Climate Cycle p.10 

Chapter 2: Who I Am p.13-20 
Introductory remarks p.13 
Where I Live p.15 
What I Love Doing p.16 
Where I’m From p.17 
Those I Love p.17 
What I Believe p.18 
Be Who You Are p.19  

Chapter 3: Who You Are p.21-36 
Introductory remarks p.21 
Begin With Who You Are p.23 
Bring Faith Into the Conversation p.23 
Start with What You Like to Do p.25 
Talk About What You Love p.26 
Bring Up What you Grow and Eat p.27 
Go Beyond Science p.29  
What About You? p.31 
We Already Care p.32  

 
  
 

Section 2: Why Facts Matter & Why They Are Not 
Enough p.37-42,46-86 

Chapter 4: The Facts Are the Facts p.37-42, 46-48 
Introductory remarks p.37 
The Explanation Is Simple p.38 
The Science Is Very Old p.40 
SKIP: p.42-46     
Humans Are Responsible p.46 

Chapter 5: The Problem with Facts p.49-62 
Introductory remarks p.49 
Debunking Fake News p.50 
Picking Your Own Facts p.51 
Motivated Reasoning p.53 
How Facts Can Backfire p.56 
Cognitive Miserliness and Information Overload p.57 
When Facts Work p.59 

Chapter 6: The Fear Factor p.63-72 
Introductory remarks p.63 
Should We Be Afraid? p.64 
Is Fear Useful? p.65 
The Uninhabitable Earth Syndrome p.66 
When Fear Doesn’t Work p.68 
Moving Past Our Fears p.69 

Chapter 7: The Guilt Complex p.73-87 
Introductory remarks p.73 
Why Peer Pressure Works p.74 
Why Purity Tests are Unhelpful p.76 
Why We Guilt-Trip Ourselves p.78 
We’re Not the Bad Guys p.80 
Moving Beyond Fear and Guild p.81 
What Faith Can Teach Us p.82 


